es — ———— 


Be OT RPI iE. SEO WHE 


. 


2 


©] 
¥ 
ie 
ry 
ie 


~ Ne 
a RS 
RS Aan ARN 


&- 


sk OR ae seem x 
Med 
Nast Noe, + 
s SBN NSS rg 
Tee SO Oe 
A EC 


> 


$5 
a 


2 
4 
= 
= 
"p 
4 
d 
: 


Ne 


<3 


7% 
* 


han 3 


i Baik mt 
° >, > ae 1 SS = Tee: é 


ULCIS TICEGALL: 


/ 
VACHIA 
NOSt 


Vez 


N 
Ny 
SS 
S 


ys 


2 L0 


C 


LA 
of 
oA 


Pf 


DLC 


A 


744 


FA 


O71 


™N = 
WN 


4 WN 


/ 


Vi 


(With Twenty capital Copper-Plates, includ< 
ing the Baron’s Portrair) 


A 
§-B-Q4U; Bad, 
TO THE 
AD: VE NE URES 


OF 


BARON MUNCHAUSEN, 


Containing his expedition into Africa.—How he out-does 
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bridge from thence to Great-Britain, fupported by a fingle 
arch.—Battle of his retinue with the famous Don Quixote. 
Becomes acquainted with the Coloffus of Rhodes.—Chafe of 
Wauwau through America.—Meets with a floating ifland.— 
Vifits the iMands in the South Sea,—Becomes acquainted 
with Omaj.—Cuts a canal acrofs the Ifthmus of Darien. — 
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George ; together with a variety of other very SURPRISING 
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Toute ADVENTURES oF 
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In Ruffia, the Cafpian Sea, Iceland, Turkey, Egypt, 
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other very fingular Adventures. 
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PREFACE, 


Baron MUNCHAUSEN has 
certainly been productive of much 
benefit to the literary world: The 
numbers of egregious travellers 
have been fuch, that they de- 
manded a very Gulliver to furpafs 
them. If Baron de Tott dauntlefsly 
dif{charged an enormous piece of 
artillery, the Baron Munchaufen 
has done more; he has taken it 


and fwam with it acrofs the fea, 
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When 


travellers are folicitous 


to be the heroes of their own 


Si A | Ce pi 
gh’ he bee ? 
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ftory, furely they muft fubmit to 


fuperiority, and bluth at feeing 


themfelves out-done by the re- 


nowned Munchaufen: I doubt 


whether any one hitherto, Panta- | 
gruel, Gargantua, Captain Lem- 
muel, or de Tott, has been able 
to out-do our Baron in this {pecies 
of excellence: And as at prefent 
our curiofity feems much direéted 
to the interior of Affica, it muft 


be 
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be edifying to have the real rela- 
tion of Munchaufen’s adventures 
there before any farther intelligence 
arrives; for he feems to adapt 
himfelf and his exploits to the 
fpirit of the times, and recounts 
what he thinks fhould be moft 
interefting to his auditors. 

I do not fay that the Baron, in 
the following ftories, means a 
- fatire on any political matters what- 
ever. No; but if the reader under= 
ftands them fo, I cannot help it. 
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If the Baron meets with a parcel 
of negro fhips carrying whites into 
flavery to work upon their planta- 
tions in a cold climate, fhould we 
therefore imagine that he intends 
a refle€tion on the prefent traffic 
in human flefh? And that, if the 
negroes fhould do fo, it would be. 
fimple juftice, as retaliation is the 
law of God! If we were to think 
this a reflection on any prefent 
commercial or political matter, we 
fhould be tempted to imagine, 


perhaps, 
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perhaps, fome political ideas con- 
veyed in every page, in every fen- 
tence of the whole, Whether 
fuch things are, or are not, the 
intentions of the Baron, the reader 
muft judge.. 

We have had not only wonder- 
ful travellers in this vile world, 
but fplenetic travellers, and of 
thefe not a few,. and alfo con- 
{picuous enough. It is a pity, 
therefore, that the Baron has not. 
endeavoured to furpafs them alfo 
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in this fpecies of ftory-telling. 


Who is it can read the travels of 


Smellfungus, as Sterne calls him, 


without admiration ? To think that 
a perfon from the North of Scot- 
land, fhould travel through fome 
of the fineft countries in Europe, 
and find fault with every thing he 
meets — nothing to pleafe him ! 
And therefore, methinks, the tour 
to. the Hebrides is. more excufe- 
able ; and alfo perhaps Mr. Twifs’s. 
tour in Ireland. Doétor Johnfon,. 
bred: 


bred in the luxuriance of London, 
with more reafon fhould hecome 
crofs and fplenetic in the bleak 
and dreary regions of the Hebrides, 

The Baron, in the following 
work, feems to be fometimes 
philofophical: His account of the 
language of the interior of Africa, 
and its analogy with that of the 
inhabitants of the Moon, thew 
him to be profoundly verfed in 
the etymological antiquities of 
Nations, and throw new light 


upon 
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upon the abftrufe hiftory of the 


antient Scythians, and the Collec- 
tanea. 

His endeavour to abolifh the 
cuftom of eating live flefh in the 
interior of Africa, as defcribed in 
Bruce’s Travels, is truly humane. 
But far be it from me to fuppofe, 
that by Gog and Magog, and the 
Lord Mayor’s. Show, he means a 
fatire upon any perfon, or body of 
perfons whatever: Or, bya te- 
dious litigated trial of blind 


judges 
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judges and dumb matrons follow. 
ing a wild goofe chafe all round 
the world, he fhould glance at 
any trial whatever, 

Neverthelefs, I mutt allow that 
it was extremely prefumptuous in 
Munchaufen to tell half the So- 
vereigns of the world that they 
were wrong, and advife them what 
they ought to do; and that inftead 
of ordering millions of their fub- 
jects to maffacre one another, it 
would be more to their intereft to 
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employ their forces in confort for 


a general good; as if he knew 
better than the Emprefs of Ruffia, 
the Grand Vizir, Prince Potemkin, 
or any other butcher in the world. 
But that he fhould be a royal Ari- 
{tocrat, and take the part of the 
injured Queen of France in the ‘ 
prefent political drama, I am not 
at all furprifed ; and I fuppofe his 
mind was fired by reading the 


pamphlet written by Mr. Burke. 
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Vou. II. 


CO NEB EIN TS, 


RHPA BSS Beast, 

Lhe Baron infifts on the veracity of bis 
former memoirs.— Forms a defign of 
making difcoveries in the interior 
parts of Africa.— His difcourfe with 
flilaro Frofticos about it — His con- 
verfation with lady Fragrantia.— 
Ihe Baron goes with other perfons of 
diftinétion to Court: relates an anec- 


dote of the marquis de Bellecourt. 25 


CHAPTER II, 

Preparations for the Bavon’s expedition 
into Africa.—Defcription of his cha- 
riot ; the beauties of its interior deco~ 
vations; the animals that drew it; 


and the mechanifm of the wheels, 4% 
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The Baron proceeds on bis voyage.— 


Convoys a fquadron to Gibraltar. — 
Declines the acceptance of the ifland 
of Candia.—His chariot damaged by 
- Pompey’s pillar and Cleopatra’s needle, 
— Tbe Baron out-does Alexander. — 
Breaks his chariot, and /plits a great 
rock at the Cape of Good Hope. 50 
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The Baron fecures his chariot, Sc. at 
the Cape, and takes his paffage for 
England in an bhomeward-bound In- 
diaman.—Wreceked upon an ifland of | 
ice near the coaft of Guinea.—E/fcapes | 
from the wreck, and rears a variety : 
of vegetables upon the ifland—Meets 

jomé 
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test 


fome veffels belonging to the negroes 
bringing white flaves from Europe, in 
retaliation, to work upon their plan- 
tations in @ cold climate near the South 
Poleom—Arrives in England, and lays 
an account of bis expedition before the 
Privy Council—Great preparations 
Jor a new expedition :—The Sphinx, 
Gog and Magog, and a great com- 
pany attend him.—The ideas of Hi- 


laro Frofticos refpedting the interior 


parts of Africa. 63. 


CHAP PER Ws. 


Count Gofamer thrown by Sphinx inte 
the fnow on the top of Teneriffe.— 
Gog and Magog condu Sphinx for 
the reft of the. voyage.—The Baron ar- 
rives at the Cape, and unites bis for- 
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mer chariot, Se. to bis new retinue.— 
Paffes into Africa, proceeding from the 
Cape northward.—Defeats a hoft of 
lions by a curious ftratagem,. — Tra- 
vels through an immenfe defert. — 
His whole company, chariot, Sc. over- 
ahelmed by a whirlwind of fand.— 
Extricates them, and arrives in a 


fertile country. se) 


CH A P/T Bae 


A feaft on live bulls and kava.—The 
inhabitants admire the European ad- 
venturers.——The emperor comes to meet 
the baron, and pays him great compli- 
ments.—TIhe inhabitants of the centre 
of Africa defcended from the people of 
the Moon, proved by an infcription in 
Africa, and by the analogy of their 


language x 
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danguage; which is alfo the fame 
with that of the antient Scytbians.— 


The Baron is declared fovereign of the . 


interior of Africa on: the decease of the. 
emperor.—He endeavours, to abolifb 
the cuftom of eating live bulls, which 
excites much difcontent.—The advice 
of Hilaro Frofticos upon the occafion.— 
The Baron makes a fpeech to the af- 
sembly of the ftates; which only ex- 
cites greater murmurs.—He confults 


with Hilaro Frofticos. 101 


CHAPTER VII. 


4 proclamation by the Baron,—Exceffive 
curtofity of the people toa know. what 
Fudge was.—The people.in a general 
ferment about it.—They break open alt 
the granaries in the empire.—Thbe 

B 3 | affections 
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affections of the people conciliatéd.— 


Mn ode performed in honor of the Ba- 
ron.——FHis difcourfe with Fragrantia 


+ 


on the excellence of the mufic. 124 


CHAPTER VIII. 
The Baron fets all the people of the em- 
pire to work to build a bridge fram 
their country to Great Britain.—His 
contrivance to render the arch fecure. 
—Orders an infcription to be engraved 
on the bridge.—Returns with all his | 
company, chariot, Sc. to England.— | 
Surveys the kingdoms and nations 


under him from the middle of the’ 
bridge. 138 


CHAPTER Ix, | 


The Baran’s retinue is oppofed in a heroie 
frile by Don Quixote, who in bis turn is 
attacked 


attacked by Gog and Magog. — Lord 
Whittington with the Lord Mayor's 
Show comes to the affiftance of Don 
Quixote. —Gog and Magog affail bis 
lordjbip.—Lord Whittington makes a 
Speech, and deludes Gog and Magog 
to his party.—A general feene of up- 
roar and battle among the company ; 
until the Baron, with great prefence 
of mind, appeafes the tumult. 148 


CRG A PTT YE TRO, 


The Baron arrives in England. The 
Coloffus of Rhodes comes to congratu- 
late him.—Great rejoicings on the 
Baron’s return, and a tremendous con- 
cert.—The Barons difcourfe with 
Fragrantia, and ber opinion of the 
tour to the Hebrides, 1 64 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER &I. 


A litigated contention between Don Quix- 
ote, Gog, Magog, c.—A grand court 
afjembled upon it.—The. appearance of 
the company.—The matrons, judges, 
Cie. 
ufe of the fafbicnable amufement Quiz- 
zes.—Wauwau arrives. from the coun- 
try of Prefer Fokn, and leads. the 
whole afjembly a wild-goofe chafe to 


T he method of writing, and the 


the top of Plin.immon, and thence to 
Virginia.— he Paron meets a floating 
ifland in bis voyage to America.— 
Purfues Wauwau with bis whole com- 
pany through the deferts of North 
America.—fiis curious contrivance to 


seize Wauwau in amorafs. _——«173 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER iKIt. 


The Baron barangues the company, and 
they continue the purfuit.—The Baron 
wandering from his retinue, is taken 
by the favages, fcalped, and tied to 
a ftake to be roafted: but he contrives 
to extricate bimfelf, and kills the fa- 
vages——The Baron travels over land 
through the forefts of North America, 
to the confines of Ruffia.—<Arrives at 
the caftle of the Narefkin Row/kimow- 
mow/ky, and gallops into the kingdom 
of Loggerheads.—A battle, in which 
the Baron fights the Narefkin in fin~ 
gle combat, and generoufly gives him 
his life. — Arrives at the Friendly 
Illands, and difcourfes with Omai.— 
The Baron, with all bis attendants, 
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: 
goes from, Otaheite to the ifhmus of | 
Darien; and having cut a.canal acrofs | 
| 
| 
: 


the ifthmus returns to. England, 19% 


C HA P\T E Ri extihs 


The Baron goes to Peter/burgh,. and con- 

verfes with the Empre/s.—Perfuades 

| the Rufians and Turks to ceafe cut- 
ting one. another's throats, and in con- | 

Sort cuta canal acrofs the Ifthmus of 

Suez—The Baron difcovers the lex 

andrian library. and meeis with Her- 

| mes Trifmegifius.— Befieges Seringa- 
: patam, and challenges Tippoa Said | 
to fingle combat.—They fisht:—T he 

Barcn receives fome wounds on bis 

face, but at length vanquifhes the 
“yvant.——T he Baron. returns to Ex- 


ropes 
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rope, and raifes the bull of the Royal 
George. 26 


CHAPTER. -XiV. 


The Baron makes a fpeech to the Na- 
tional Affembly, and drives out all 
the members.—Routs the fifbwomen and 
the National Guards.—Purfues the 
whole route into a church, where he 
defeats the National Affembly, ec. 
with Rouffeau, Voltaire, and Belze- 
bub at their head, and liberates Ma- 
rie Antoinette and the Royal Fa- 
emily. 234 
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Baron Munchaufen’s Travels. 


CHAPTER I. 

The Baron infifts on the veracity of bis 
former memoirs. —Forms a defign of 
making difcoveries in the interior 
parts of Africa.—His Difcourfe with 
Hilaro Frofticos about it — His con- 
verfation with lady Fragrantia.— 
The Baron goes with other perfons of 
diftinétion to Court: relates an anec- 
dote of the marquis de Bellecourt. 


A LL that I have related before, 
faid the Baron, is gofpel; and 
if there be any one fo hardy as to 
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any weapon he pleafes. Yes, cried 
1¢, Im a more elevated tone as he 
{tarted from his feat, I will condemn 
him to fwallow this decanter, glafs 
and all perhaps, and filled. with ker- 
ren-wafler:* ‘Therefore, my ‘dear 
friends and companions, have con- 
fidence in what I fay, and pay honor 
to the tales of Munchaufen. A tra- 
veller has a right to relate and em- 
bellifh his adventures as he pleafes ; 
and it is very unpolite to refufe that 
deference and applaufe they deferve. 
Having 


* A kind of ardent fpirit diftilled from. 


cherries, and much ufed in fome parts of Ger- 
many. 


QE Te TOY PL eS Es 


to fight him with 


Vi 
{ 
(i 


" 
} 
} 


Wi 


| 


i 


ng 


SSS 


SSS 


wes 


—— 


SSS PPS oS 


paer as 
Having paffed fome time in Ene- 
Ye 
land fince the completion of my former 


1emoirs, I at length began to revolve 


in my mind what a prodigious field of 


difcovery muft be in the interior part 
of Africa. I could not fleep with 
the thoughts of it; I therefore deter- 
mined to gain every proper affiftance 
from government, to penetrate the ce- 
lebrated fource of the Nile, and af 
fume the viceroyfhip of the interior 
kingdoms of Africa, or, at leaft, the 
great realm of Monomotapa. “It was 
happy for me that I had one mott 
powerful friend at court, whom I fhall 
call the illuftrious Hilaro Frofticos. 


Or You 
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You perchance know him not by that 
name; but we had a language among 
ourfelves, as well we may; for, in the 
courfe of my peregrinations I have ac« 
quired precifely nine hundred and 
ninety-nine leafh of languages, — 
What! gentlemen, do you ftare ?— 
Well, I allow there are not fo many 
a Janguages fpoken in this vile world; 
but then, have I not been in the 
moon? and truft me, whenever I write 
a Treatife upon Education, I fhall de- 
lineate methods of inculcating whole : 
dozens of languages at once, French, 


Spanifh, Greek, Hebrew, Cherokee, 
&c. 


ia Hite 


&c, in fuch a ftile as will fhame all 
the pedagogues exifting. 

Having paffed a whole night with- 
out being able to fleep for the vivid 
imagination of African difcoveries, I 
haftened to the levee of my illuftrious 
friend Hiilaro Frofticos; and having 
mentioned my intention with all the 
vigor of fancy, he gravely confidered 
my words, and after fome awful medi- 
tations, thus he fpoke:—Olough, ma 
genefat, iftum fullanah, cum dera kargos 
belgarafah, efeum balgo bartigos trian- 
gulifimus !—However, added he, it 
behoveth thee to confider and ponder 
well upon the perils and the multitu- 
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[ 30 ] 
dinous dangers in the way of that 
wight who thus advanceth in all the 
perambulation of adventures: And 
verily, moft valiant Sire and Baron, 
I hope thou wilt demean thyfelf with 
all that laudable gravity and precau- 
tion which, as is related in the three 
hundred and forty-feventh chapter of 
the Prophylaétics, is of more confi- 
deration than all the merit in this ter- 
raqueous globe. Yes, moft truly do 
I advife thee unto thy good, and fpeak 
unto thee, moft valiant Munchaufen, 
with the greateft efteem, and with thee 
to fucceed in thy voyage; for it is 
faid, that in thé interior realms of A- 


frica, 
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frica, there are tribes that can fee bu¢ 
juft three inches and a half beyond the 
extremity of their nofes; and verily 
thou fhouldeft moderate thyfelf, even 
fure and flow: they ftumble who walk 
faft. . But we fhall bring you unto the 
lady Fragrantia, and have her opinion 
of the matter. He then took from his 
pocket a cap of dignity, fuch as de- 
fcribed in the moft honorable and an- 
tique heraldry, and placing it upon my 
head, addrefled me thus:—As thou 
feemeft again to revive the fpirit of 


antient adventure, permit me to place 


upon thy head this favor, as a mark of 


the 
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I hold thy va- 
lorous difpofition. 

The lady Fragrantia, my dear 
friends, was one of the moft divine 
creatures in all Great-Britain, and was 


{; 


defperately in love with me. She was 
drawing my portrait upon a piece of 
white fattin, when the moft noble 
Hilaro Frofticos advanced. He point- 
ed to the cop of dignity, which he had 
placed upon my head. I do declare, 
Hilaro, faid the lovely Fragrantia, 
’tis pretty, "tis interefting—I love you, 
and I like you, my dear Baron, faid 
fhe, putting on another plume —this 


gives it an air more delicate, and 


more 


more fantaftical. 
Munchaufen, as your friend—yet you 
can reject or accept my prefent juft as 
you pleafe; but I like the fancy, ’tis 
a good one, and I mean to improve 
it; and againft whatever enemies you 
go, I fhall have the {weet fatisfaction 
to remember—you bear my favor on 
your head ! 

I fnatched it with trepidation, and 
gracefully dropping on my knees, I 
three times kiffed it with all the rap- 
ture of romantic love. I fwear, cried 
I, by thy bright eyes, and by the 
lovely whitenefs of thine arm, that no 
favage, tyrant, or enemy upon the 


face 
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[ 34 ] 
face of the earth fhall defpoil me of 
this favor, while one drop of the blood 
of the Munchaufens doth circulate in 
my veins: Iwill bear it trium- 
phant through the realms of Africa, 
whither I now intend my courfe, and 
make it refpected, even in the court 
of Prefter John. 

I admire your fpirit, replied fhe, 
and fhall ufe my utmoft intereft at 
court to have you difpatched with 
every pomp, and as foon as poffible: 
But here comes a moft brilliant com- 
pany indeed, lady Carolina Wilhelmina 
Amelia Skeggs, lord Spicket, and 
lady Foffet, and the countefs of Belle- 
air. After 


NO, ite 


After the ceremonies of Introduction 


to this company were over, we pro- 


ceeded to confult upon the bufinesS ; 


and as the caufe met with general ap- 
plaufe, it was immediately determined 
that I fhould proceed without delay, 
as foon as I obtained the fovereign 
approbation. I am convinced, faid 
lord Spicket, that if there be any 
thing really unknown and worthy of 
our moft ardent curiofity, it muft be 
in the immenfe regions of Africa ; 
that country, which feems to be the 
oldeft on the globe, and yet with the 
greater part of which we are almoft 
utterly unacquainted! What prodi- 
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gious wealth of gold and diamonds 
muft not lie concealed in thofe torrid 
regions, when the very rivers on the 
coaft pour forth continual {fpecimens of 
golden fand! ’Tis my opinion, there- 
fore, that the Baron deferves the ap- 
plaufe of all Europe for his fpirit, and 
merits the moft powerful affiftance of 
the fovereign. 

So flattering an approbation, you 
may be fure, was delightful to my 
heart; and with every confidence and 
joy I fuffered them to take me to 
court that inftant. After the ufual 


ceremonies of introduétion, fuffice it 


to fay, that I met with every honor 


and 
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and applaufe that my moft fanguine 
expectations could demand. I had 
ever a tafte for the: fafhionable je xe 
feat quot of the moft elegant fociety, 
and in the prefence of all the fove- 
reigns of Europe I ever found myfelf 
quite at home, and experienced from 
the whole court the moft flattering 
efteem and admiration. I remember, 
one particular day, the fate of the un- 
fortunate marquis de Bellecourt.—The 
countefs of Raffinda, who accompa- 
nied him, looked moft divinely.— 
Yes, I am confident, faid the marquis 


de Bellecourt to me, that I have acted 


according to the ftricteft fentiments of 


Vou. II. D juftice, 


> SPs =) wr as 5 Po: ge ©. = Sr Pf) $ 


es RO 


2. =. 
aa 


~~ 


TOCA AIAAAAALANETL(UAALMALLELILLARUCAAAESLASCOU CA LETEL 


ATRMVATITIMITM TT Tt 


b 
{= 
& 
F 
: 


Pager 
juftice, and of loyalty to my fovereign. 
—What flronger breaft-plate ‘than a 
heart untainted? and though I did not 
receive a word nor a look, yet I can- 
not think—no, it were impoffible— 
to be mifreprefented. Confcious of 
my own integrity, I will try again—I 
will go boldly up. The marquis de 
Bellecourt faw the opportunity; he 
advanced three paces, put his hand 
upon his breaft and bowed.—Permit 
me, faid he, with the moft pro. 


found refpet, to —— - His 


tongue faultered—he could fcarce be- 
lieve his fight; for at that moment 
the whole company were moving out 
of 


of the room. He found himfelf al- 
moft alone, deferted by every one.— 
What! faid he, and did he turn upon 
his heel with the moft marked con- 
tempt? Would he not fpeak to me? 
Would he not even hear me utter a 
word in my defence?—Hiis heart died 


within him—not even a look, a fmile 


from any one. My friends! Do 


they not know me?—Do they not fee 


me?—Alas! they fear to catch the 
- Then, 


faid he, adieu—=’tis more than I can 


contagion of my 


bear-——I fhall go to my country feat, 
and never, never will return. -— Adieu, 
fond court, adieu !— 
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The venerable marquis de: Belle- 
court ftopped for a moment ere he 
entered his carriage. Thrice he 
| looked back, and thrice he wiped the 


%e5, 


| {tarting tear from his eye. 
faid he, for once at leaft,.Truth fhail 


9e found—§in the bottom of a well ! 


Peace to thy ghoft, moft noble 
| marquis,—a King of kings fhall pity 
| thee; and thoufands who are yet 
unborn, fhall owe their happinefs to 

thee, and have caufe to blefs thee; 
thoufands, perhaps, that fhall never 
even know thy name—but Munchau- 


fen’s felf fhall celebrate thy glory ! 
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Preparations for the Baron’s expedition 
into Africa.—De/fcription of his cha 
riot ; the beauties of its interior deco- 
rations; the animals that drew it; 
and the mechanifm of the wheels. 


| VERY thing being concluded, 
and having received my inftruc- 
tions for the voyage, I was conducted 


| by the illuftrious Hilaro Frofticos, the 


lady Fragrantia, and a prodigious 
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[ 42 ] 
croud of nobility, and placed fitting 
upon the fummit of the whale’s bones 
at the palace; and having remained 
in this fituation for three days and 
three nights as a trial, ordeal, and a 
fpecimen of my perfeverance and re- 
folution, the third hour after midnight 
they feated me in the chariot of queen 
Mab. It was of a prodigious dimen- 
fion, large enough to contain more 
ftowage than the tun of Heidelbourgh, 
and globular like a hazle nut! In fact, 
it feemed to be really a hazie nut grown 
to a moft extravagant dimenfion, and 
that a great worm of proportionable 
enormity had bored a hole in the fhell. 


Through 
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ufhered. It was as large as a coach 
door, and:I took my feat in the centre, 


a kind of chair felf-balanced without 


touching any thing, like the fancied: 


tomb of Mahomet. The whole interior 
furface of the nutfhell appeared a lu- 


minous reprefentation of all the ftars 


of heaven, the fixed ftars, the planets, 


and a comet. The ftars were as large 
as thofe worn by. our firft nobility ; 
and the comet, exceffively brilliant, 
feemed as.if you had affembled all the 
eyes of the beautiful girls in the king- 
dom, and combined them like a 
peacock’s plumage into the form of a 


comet— 


Through this fame entrance I was 
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comet—that is, a globe, and a beard- 
ed tail to it, dimimifhing gradually to 
a point. This beautiful conftellation 
feemed very fportive and delightful. 
It was much in the form of a tadpole ; | 
and without ceafing, went full of play- 
ful giddinefs wp and down, all over the 
heaven, on the concave furface of the 
nutfhell. One time it would be at 
that part of the heavens under my feet, 
aad in the next minute would be over 
my head. It was never at reft, but 
for ever going eaft, weft, north, or 
fouth; and paid no more refpect to 
the different worlds than if they were 
fo many lanterns without reflectors. 


Some 
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Some of them he would dafh againtt 
and pufh out of their places; others 
he would burn up and confume to 
afhes; and others again he would {plit 
into fritters, and their fragments would 
inftantly take a globular form like 
fpilled quickfilver, and become fatel- 
lites to whatever other worlds they 
fhould happen to meet with in their 
career. In fhort, the whole feemed 
an epitome of the creation, paft, pre- 
fent, and future,—-and all that 
paffes among the ftars during one 
thoufand years, was here generally 
performed in as many feconds. 

I furveyed all the beauties of the 


chariot 
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[ 46 ] 
chariot with wonder and delight. 
Certainly, cried I, this is heaven in 
miniature! In fhort, I took. the reins: 
in my hand.—But before I proceed 
on my adventures I fhall mention the 
reft of my attendant furniture. This 
chariot was drawn by a team of nine 
bulls harneffed to it, three after three. 
In the firft rank was a moft tremendous 
bull, named John Mowmowtky ; the 
reft were called Jacks in general, but 
not dignified by any particular deno- 
mination. They were all fhod for 
the journey, not indeed like horfes, 
with iron, or as. bullocks commonly 
are to drag on a cart;, but were fhod 


with 
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with mens fkulls. Each of their feet 
was hoof, and all crammed into a 
man’s head, cut off for the purpofe, 
and faftened therein with a kind of 
cement or pafte, fo that the fkull 
feemed to be a part of the foot and 
hoof of the animal. With thefe fkull 
foes the creatures could perform afto- 
nifhing journeys, and flide upon the 
water, upon the ocean, with great 
velocity. The harneffes were fattened 
with golden buckles, and decked with 
ftuds in a fuperb ftile; and the crea- 
tures were ridden by nine pottillions, 
crickets of a great fize, as large as 
monkies, who fat fquat upon the 


heads 
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heads of the bulls, and were conti- 


f 48 


nually chirping at a moft infernal rate, 
loud in proportion to their bodies. 
The wheels of the chariot confifted 
of ten thoufand fprings and wheels, 
formed fo as to give the greater impe- 
tuofity to the vehicle, and were more 
complex than a dozen clocks like that 
of Strafburgh. The external of the 
chariot was adorned with banners, and 
a fuperb feftoon of the laurel that for- 
merly fhaded me on horfeback. And 
now, having given you a very concife 
defcription of my machine for tra- 
velling into Africa, which you muft 
allow to be far fuperior to the appara- 


tus 


tus of Monfieur- Valliant, I fhall pro- 
ceed to relate the exploits of my 


voyage. 
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CHAPTER ‘IH, 


Ihe Baron proceeds .on bis voyage.— 
Convoys a /quadron to Gibraltar. — 
Declines the acceptance of the ifland 
of Candia.— His chariot damaged by 
_Pompey’s pillar and Cleopatra’s needle. 
— The Baron .out-does Alexander. — 
Breaks his chariot, and Jplits a great 


rock at the Cape of Good Hope. 


FANAKING the-reins in my hand, 
“while the mufic gave a general 
falute, I, crack’d my whip— away 


they 
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they went—and in three hours F found 
myfelf juft. between the Ile of Wight 
and the main land of England.. Here: 
I remained. four. days,. until I had: 
received part of my accompaniment,. 
which I was ordered. to.take under my. 
convoy.—’ Twas a fquadron of men of 
war that had been a long time pre-. 
paring for the Baltic, but which were 
now’ deftined for the Mediterranean. 
By the affiftance of large hooks and 
eyes, exactly fuch as are worn in our 
hats, but of a greater fize, fome hun- 
dred weight each, the men of war 
hooked themfelves on to the wheels of 
the vehicle; and in fact nothing could - 
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be more fimple or convenient; becaufe 
they could be hooked or unhooked in 
an inftant with the utmoft facility. 
In fhort, having given a general dif- 
charge of their artillery, and three 
cheers, I cracked my whip; away 
we went, helter fkelter, and in fix 
jifies I found myfelf and all my re- 
tinue fafe and in good fpirits, juft at 
the rock of Gibraltar. Here I un- 
hooked my fquadron, and having 
taken an affectionate leave of the of- 
ficers, I fuffered them to proceed in 
their ordinary manner to the place of 
their deftination. The whole garrifon 
were highly delighted with the no- 


velty 


velty of my vehicle; and at the pref- 
fing folicitations of the governor and 
officers, I went afhore, and took a 
view of that barren old rock, about 
which more powder has been fired 
away than would purchafe twice as 
much fe:tile ground in any part of the 
world! Mounting my chariot, I took 
the reins, and again made forward, in 
mad career, down the Mediterranean 
to the ifle of Candia. Here I re- 
ceived difpatches from the Sublime 
Porte, intreatine me to affift in the 
war againft Ruffia, with a reward of 
the whole ifland of Candia for my al- 
liance. At firft I hefitated,. thinking 
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[ 54 J] 
that the ifland of Candia would be: a — 
moft valuable acquifition to the fove- 
reign who at that. time employed: 
me, and thar the moft.delicious wines,, 
fugar, &c. in abundance would flou+ 
rifh on the ifland; yet, when I con-. 
fidered the trade of. the Eaft-India: 
Company, which. would moft. pro- 
bably fuffer by the intercourfe with 
Perfia through the Mediterranean, , I: 
at once rejected the propofal, and had 
afterwards the thanks of the honorable 
the Houfe of Commons for my pros 
‘priety and political difcernment.. 
Having been properly’ refrethed ar 
Candia, I again proceeded, and in. a 


fhort 
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Pass I 
fhort time arrived in the land of 
Egypt. The land of this: country, at 
leaft that part of it. near the fea, is 
very low, fo that | came upon it ere’I 
was aware; and the pillar of Pempey 
got entanglechin the various wheels of 
the machine, and, damaged the whole 
confiderably,. Still I drove on through 
thick and thin,, till paffing over that 
great obelifk, the Needle of Cleopa- 
tra,, the work got entangled again, 
and jolted at. a.miferable rate over the 
mud and fwampy ground of all that 
country; yet my poor bulls trotted 
on with aftonifhing labor acrofs the 
Ifthmus of Suez, into the Red Sea, 


and 


> 
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and left a track, an obfcure channel, 
which has fince been taken by de Tott 
for the remains:of a canal cut by fome 
of the Ptolemies: from the Red Sea 
to the Mediterranean: But, as you 
perceive, was in reality no more than 
the track of my chariot, the car of 
Queen Mab. 

As the artifts at prefent in that 
country are nothing wonderful, though 
the antient Egyptians, “tis faid,. were 
moft aftonifhing fellows, I could not 
procure any new coach-fprings, oF 
have a poffibility of fetting my ma- 
chine to rights in the kingdom of 
Egypt; and as I could not prefume to 
attempt 


ey ae 


attempt another journey over-land, 
and the great mountains of marble 
beyond the fource of the Nile, I 
thought it moft eligible to make the 
beft way I could, by fea, to the Cape 
of Good Hope, where I fuppofed I 
fhould get fome Dutch fmiths and 
carpenters, or perhaps fome Englifh 
artifts; and my vehicle being properly 
repaired, it was my intention thence 
to proceed, over land, through the 
heart of Africa. The furface of the 
water I well knew, afforded lefs refift- 
ance to the wheels of the machine, it 
paffed along the waves like the chariot 
ef Neptune; and in fhort, having. 


gotten, 
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gotten upon the Red Sea, we feudded= 
away to admiration, through the pafs 
of Babelmandel to the great Weftern. 
coaft of Africa, where Alexander had: 
not the courage to ventures. 

And really, my: friends, if Alexan- 
der had ventured toward the Cape of 
Good Hope,. he moft probably would: 
have never returned... It. is difficult to» 
determine whether there were then any. 
inhabitants in the more fouthern parts 
of Africa or not: Yet, at any. rate,. 
this conqueror of the world would 
have made but a nonfenfical adven- 
ture; his miferable fhips, not. con- 
trived for a long voyage, would have 


become. 


become leaky, and foundered, before 
he could have doubled the -Cape, 
and left his Majefty fairly beyond the 
limits of the then known world. Yet it 
would have been an augutt exit for an 
Alexander, after having fubdued Perfia 
and India, to go wandering, the Lord 
knows where, to Jupiter Ammon, 
.perhaps; or-on a voyage te the moon, 
as an Indian ‘chief «once faid to Capt. 
Cooke. 

‘But, for my part, ‘I »was far more 
fucceisful than Alexander—I drove 
‘on with the moft horrible rapidity ; 
and thinking to halt on fhore at the 
‘Cape, I unfortunately drove too clofe, 


and 
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[ 60 } 
and fhattered the right fide wheels of 
my vehicle againft the rock, now 
called the Table- Mountain. The 
machine went againft it with fuch im- 
petuofity, as completely fhivered the 
rock in a horizontal direction; fo 
that the fummit of the mountain, in 
the form of a femifphere, was knocked 
into the fea; and the fteep mountain 
becoming thereby flatted at the top, 
has fince received the name of the 
Table Mountain, from its fimilarity to 
that piece of furniture. 

Juft as this part of the mountain was 
knocked off, the ghoft of the Cape, 


that tremendous fpright, which cuts 


fuch 


fuch a figure in the Lufiad, was difoo- 
vered fitting {quat, in an excavation 
formed for him in the centre of the 
mountain. He feemed juft lke a 
young bee in his little cell before he 
comes forth; or like a bean in a bean- 
pod: And when the upper part of the 
mountain was fplit acrofs and knocked 
off, the fuperior half of his perfon 
was difcovered. He appeared of a 
bottle-blue color, and ftarted, dazzled 
with the unexpected glare of the light: 
Hearing the dreadful rattle ot the 
wheels, and the loud chirping of the 
crickets, he was thunder-ftruck ! and 
inftantly giving a fhriek, funk down ten 
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thoufand fathom into the earth; and 
the mountain, vomiting out fome 
fmoke, filently clofed up after him, 


and left not a trace behind ! 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER IV. 


the Baron fecures his chariot, Fe. at 
the Cape, and takes his paffage for 
England in an homeward-bound In- 
diaman.—Wrecked upon an ifland of 
ice near the coaft of Guinea.-—E/capes 
from the wreck, and rears a variety 
of vegetables upon the ifland—Meets 
fome veffels belonging to the negroes 
bringing white flaves from Europe, in 
retaliation, to work upon their plan 
tations in a cold climate near the South 
Pole—Arvrives in England, and lays 


an account of bis expedition before the 


Privy Council—Great preparations: 
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for a new expedition :—The Sphinx, 
3 eA fe 
Gog and Magog, and a great com 
pany attend him.—The ideas of Hi- 
laro Frofticos re/pecting the interior 


parts of Africa. 


Perceived with grief and confter- 

nation the mifcarriage of all my 
apparatus ; yet I was not abfolute- 
ly dejected: A great mind is never 
known but in adverfity. With per- 
mifion of the Dutch governor, the 
chariot was properly laid up in a great 
{torehoufe, erected at the water’s edge, 


and the bulls received every refrefh- 


ment 
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ment poffible after fo terrible a voyage. 
Well, you may be fure, they deferved 
it; and therefore every attendance 
was engaged for them, until I fhould 
return. 

As it was not poffible to do any 
thing more, I took my paflage ina 
homeward -bound Indiaman, to return 
to London and lay the matter before 
the privy council. 

We met with nothing particular 
until we arrived upon the coaft of 
Guinea, where, to our utter aftonifh- 
ment, we perceived a great hill, feem- 
ingly of glafs, advancing againft us 
in the open fea: The rays of the fun 
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were reflected from it with fuch {plen- 


dor, that it was extremely difficult to 
gaze at the phenomenon. I immedi- 
ately knew it to be an ifland of ice, 
and though in fo very warm a latitude, 
determined to make all poffible fail 
from fuch horrible danger. We did fo, 
but all in vain, for. about eleven 
o'clock at night, blowing a-very hard: 
gale, and exceedingly dark, we ftruck 
upon the ifland. Nothing could equal 
the diftraction, the fhrieks, and. def 
pair of the whole -crew, until I, 
knowing there was not a moment to 
loofe, cheered up their fpirits, and 
bade them not defpond, but do as I 


fhould 
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fhould requeft them. In a few minutes 
the veffel was half full of water; and 
the enormous caftle of ice that feemed 
to hem us in on every fide, in fome 
places falling in hideous fragments 
upon the deck, killed the one half of 
the crew; upon which, getting upon 
the fummit of the maft, T contrived to 
make it faft to. a great promontory 
of the ice, and calling to the re- 
mainder of the crew to follow me, we 
all efcaped from the wreck, and cot 
upon the fummit of the ifland. 

The rifing fun foon gave us a 
dreadful profpeé of our fituation, and 
the lofs, or rather icefication of the 
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[ 68 ] 
veffel; for being clofed in on every 
fide with caftles of ice during the 
night, fhe was abfolutely frozen over 
and buried, in fuch a manner, that 
we could behold her under our feet, 
even in the central folidity of the 
ifland. Having debated what was betft 
to be done, we immediately cut down 
through the ice, and got up fome of 
the cables of the veffel, and the boats, 
which making faft to the ifland, we 
towed it with all our might, deter- 
mined to bring home ifland and. all, or 
perifh in the attempt. Om the fummit 
of the ifland we placed what oakum 
and dregs of every kind of matter we 


could 
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could get from the veffel ; which, in 
the fpace of avery few hours, on ac- 
count of the liquifying of the ice, and 
the warmth of the fun, were trans- 
formed into a very fine manure; and 
as I had fome feeds of exotic ve- 
getables in my pocket, we very fhortly 
had a fufficiency of fruits and roots 
growing upon the ifland to fupply the 
whole crew ;—-efpecially the bread- 
fruit tree, a few plants of which had 
been in the veffel; and another tree, 
which bore plumb-puddings fo very 
hot, and with fuch exquifite propor- 
tion of fugar, fruit, &c. that we all 
acknowledged it was not poffible to 


tafte 
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tafte any thing of the kind more de- 
licious in England... In fhort, though 
the {curvy had made dreadful progrefs 
among the crew before our ftriking 
upon the ice, the fupply of vegetables, 
and efpecially the bread fruit, -and 
pudding fruit, put an almoft immes 
diate {top to the diftemper. 

We had not proceeded. thus many 
weeks, advancing with incredible fatigue 
by continual towing, when we fell in 
with a fleet of Negromen, as they called 
them.. Thefe wretches, I muft inform 
you, my dear friends, had found means 
to make prizes of thofe veffels from fome 
Europeans upon the coaft of Guinea;. 


and 


and tafting the {weets of our luxury, 
had formed colonies in feveral new dif- 
covered iffands, near the fouth pole, 
where they had a variety of plantations 
of fuch matters as would only erow 
in the coldeft climates. As the black 
inhabitants of Guinea were unfuited to 
the climate, and exceffive cold of the 
country, they formed the diabolical 
project of getting Chriftian flaves to 
work for them. . For this purpofe, they 
fent veffels every year to the coaft of 
Scotland, the northern parts of Ire- 
land and Wales,. and were even fomes 
times feen off the coaft of Cornwall. 


And having purchafed, or entrapped, 
by 
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by fraud or violence, a great number of 
men, women, and children, they pro- 
ceeded with their cargoes of human flefh 
to the other end of the world, and fold 
them to their planters; where they were 
flogged into obedience, and made to 
work like horfes all the reft of their lives; 
My blood ran cold at the idea, while 
every one on the iftand alfo expreffed 
his horror that fuch an iniquitous traf- 
fic fhould be fuffered ‘to exift. - But, 
except by open violence, it was found 
impoffible to deftroy the trade, on ac- 
count of a barbarous prejudice, en- 
tertained of late by the negroes, that 
the white people have no fouls !— 


However 
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Elowever, we were determined to at- 
tack them, and fteering down our 
ifland upon them, foon overwhelmed 
them; we faved as many of the 
white people as poffible, but pufhed 
all the blacks into the water again. 
—The poor creatures we faved 
from flavery were fo overjoyed, that 
they wept aloud through gratitude: 
and we experienced every delightful 
fenfation, to think what happinefs we 
fhould fhower upon their parents, 
their brothers, and fitters, and chil. 
dren, by bringing them home fafe, 
redeemed from flavery, to the bofom 
of their native country. 
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Having happily arrived in England, 
Y immediately laid a ftatement of my 
voyage, &c. before the Privy Coun- 
cil; and intreated an immediate af- 
fiftance to travel into Africa, and, if 
poffible, refit my former machine, 
and take it along with the reft. 
Every thing was inftantly granted 
to my fatisfaétion, and I received or- 
ders to get myfelf ready for departure 
as foon as poffible, 

As the Emperor of China had fent 
a moft curious animal as a prefent to 
Europe, which was kept in the Tower; 
and it being of an enormous ftature, 
and capable of performing the voyage 


with 


with éclat, fhe was ordered to attend 
me. She was called Sphinx, and was 
one of the moft tremendous though 
magnificent’ figures I ever beheld. 
She was harneffed with fuperb trap- 
pings to a large flat bottomed boat, 
in which was placed an edifice of 
wood, exactly refembling Weftminfter- 
hall. ‘wo balloons were placed over 
it, tackled by a number of ropes to 
the boat, to keep up a proper equi- 
librium, and prevent it from over- 
turning, or filling, from the prodi- 
cious weight of the fabric. 

The interior of the edifice was des 
corated with feats, in the form of an 


G2 amphi-~ 


PR ry ee ae 


Jes 


SS 


amphitheatre, and crammed as full as 
it could hold with ladies and lords, as 
@ council and retinue for your humble 
fervant. Nearly in the centre was a 
feat elegantly decorated for myfelf, 
and on either fide of me was placed 
the famous Gog and Magog in all 
their pomp. 

The lord Vifcount Gofamer being 
our poftillion, we floated gallantly 
down the river, the noble Sphinx 
gamboling like the huge Leviathan, 
and towing after her the boat and 
balloons. 

Thus we advanced, failing gently, 
inso the open fea; being calm wea- 


ther 


: oe rein Te A 
ay Were 4 7) or ee SO, Oe 


tai 


C7 J 


ther we could fcarce feel the motion 


of the vehicle,. and paffed our time: 


in grand debate upon the glorious in- 
tention of our voyage, and the difco- 
veries that would refult.. 

YT am of opinion, faid my noble 
friend, Hilaro Frofticos, that Africa 
was originally inhabited for the greater 
part, or, I may fay, fubjugated by 
lions; which, next to man, feem to be 
the moft dreaded of all mortal tyrants? 
The country in general, at leaft what 
we have been hitherto able to difco- 
ver, feems rather inimical to human 
life; the intolerable drynefs of the 
place, the burning fands that over- 
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whelm whole armies and Cities is 


general ruin, and the hideous hfe ma- 
ny roving hordes are compelled to 
lead, incline me to think, that if ever 
we form any great fettlements there- 
in, it will become the grave of our 
countrymen. Yet it is nearer to us 
than the Eaft Indies; and I cannot 
but imagine, that in many places, 
every production of China, and of the 
Faft and Weft Indies, would flourifh, 
if properly attended to. And as the 
country is fo prodigioufly extenfive 
and unknown, what a fource of dif- 
covery muft not it contain!—In fact, 
we know lefs about the interior. of 


Africa 
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Africa than we do of the moon; for, 
in this latter, we meafure the-very pro- 
minences, and obferve the varieties 
and inequalities of the furface through 
our glaffes, 


Forefts. and mountains-on her fpotted ord. 


But we fee nothing in the interior of 
Africa, but what fome compilers of 
maps or geographies. are fanciful 
enough to imagine. What a. happy 
event, therefore, fhould we not expect 
from a voyage of difcovery and co- 
lonization, undertaken in fo magni- 
ficent a ftile as the prefent—what a 
pride—-what an acquifition to philo- 
fophy ! 
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CHAPTER: 


Count Gofamer thrown by Sphinx inte 
the now on the top of Yeneriffz.— 
Gog and Magog conduct Sphinx for 
the reft of the voyagee——The Baron ar= 
vives at the Cape, and unites bis for= 
mer chariot, Sc. to his new retinue—- 
Paffes into Africa, proceeding from the 
Cape northward.—Defeats a hoft of 
lions by a curious ftratagem. — Tra- 
vels through an immenfe defert. — 
His whole company, chariot, &8c. over= 
whelmed by a whirlwind of fand— 
Extricates them, and arrives in a 


fertile country, 
7 THE 


HE brave Count Gofamer, with 
a pair of hell-fire fpurs on, rid- 
ing upon Sphinx, directed the whole 
retinue toward the Madeiras. But 
the count had no {mall fhare of an 
amiable vanity; and perceiving great 
multitudes of people, gafcons, &c. 
affembled upon the French coaft, he 
could not refrain from fhewing fome 
fingular capers, fuch as they had never 
feen before: But efpecially when he 
abferved all the members of the Na- 
tional A flembly extend themfelves along 
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the fhore, as a piece of French polite- 
nefs, to honor this expedition, with 
Rouffeau, Voltaire, and Belzebub at 
their head; he fet fpurs to Sphinx, and, 
at the fame time, cut and’cracked away 
as hard as he could, holding in the reins 
with all his might, ftriving to make 
the creature plunge and fhew fome 
uncommon. diverfion. But fulky and 
ill-tempered was Sphinx at the time; 
fhe plunged indeed—fuch a devil of a. 
plunge! that fhe dafhed him in one jerk 
over her head, and he fell precipitate 
into the water before her. It was in. 
the Bay ‘of Bifcay, all the world knows. 
a very boifterous fea; and Sphinx 


fearing. 
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fearing he would be drowned, never 
turned to the left or to the right out 
of her way, but advancing furious, 
jut ftooped her head a little, and {up- 
ped the poor Count off the water into 
her mouth, together with the quantity 
of two or three tuns of water, which 
fhe muft have taken in along with 
him, but which were to fuch an enor- 
mous creature as Sphinx nothing more 
than a fpoonful would be to any of 
you, orme. She fwallowed him, but 
when fhe had got him in her ftomach, 
his long fpurs fo feratched and tickled 
her, that they produced the effe@ of 
an emetic. No fooner was he in, but 


out 


"i eect ce uy! hy 
Ny AR a a A a Rw “4 
RN A tts 


< 


se \ Fees an 
A FREI 


Wiese ies 


silane 


[ %&% | 
out he was fquirted with the moft hor- 
rible impetuofity, like a ball or a fhell 
from the caliber of a mortar. Sphinx 
was at this time quite fea-fick; and 
the unfortunate count was driven forth 
like a fky-rocket, and landed upon the 
peak of Teneriffe, plunged over head 
and ears into the fnow—requie/cat ix 
pace! 

I perceived all this mifchief from 
my feat in the ark, but was in fuch a 
convulfion of laughter, that I could 
not utter an intelligible word. And 
now, Sphinx, deprived of her poftillion, 
went on in a zigzag direétion, and 
gamboled away after a moft dreadful 


manner. 
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manner. And thus had every. thing 
gone to wreck had I not given inftant 
orders to Gog and Magog to fally 
forth. They plunged into the water, 
and fwimming on each fide, got at 
length right before the animal and 
then feized the reins. Thus they 
continued {wimming on each fide 
like tritons, holding the muzzle of 
Sphinx; while I fallying forth aftride 
upon the creature’s back, fteered for- 
ward on our voyage to the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Arriving at ‘the Cape I immediately 
gave orders to repair my former cha- 
riot and machines, which were very 
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ditioufly performed by :the excellent 
artifts I had brought with me from 
Europe. And now every thing being 
refitted, we launched forth upon the 
water: Perhaps there never was any 
‘thing feen more glorious or more au- 
guit, ’Twas magnificent to behold 
Sphinx make her .obeifance on the 
water, and the crickets. chirp upon the 
bulls in return of the falute; while 


Gog and Magog advancing, took the 


reins of the great John Mowmowfky, 


and leading towards us, chariot and all, 
inftantly difpofed of it to the fore part 


of the ark by hooks and eyes, and 


tackled Sphinx before all the bulls. 


Thes 


e874 
Thus the whole had a moft tremen- 
dous and triumphal. appearance. In. 
front floated forward the mighty Sphinx- 
with Gog and Magog on each fide ;. 
next followed in order the bulls: 
with crickets upon their heads; and. 
then advanced the chariot of Queen 
Mab, containing the curious feat and 
orrery of Heaven; after which ap- 
peared the boat’ and ark of council, 
over-topped with two balloons, which 
gave an air of eater lightnefs and 
elegance tothe whole. I placed in the 
galleries under. the balloons, and on 
the backs of the bulls, a number of 


excellent vocal performers, with mar- 
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tial mufic of clarinets and trumpets. 
They fung the Watery Dangers, and 
the Pomp of deep Cerulian!—The 
fun fhone glorious on the water, while 
the proceffion. advanced toward the 
Jand, under five’ hundred arches of 
ice, illuminated with colored lights, 
and adorned in the moft grotefque and 
fanciful ftile with fea weed, elegant 
feftoons, and fhells of every kind; 
while a thoufand water-fpouts danced 
eternally before and after us, attract- 
ing the water from the fea in a kind of 
cone, and fuddenly uniting with the 
moft fantaflical thunder and lightning, 
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Having landed our whole retirtue, 
we immediately began to proceed to- 
ward the heart of Africa; but firf 
thought. it expedient to place a num- 
ber of wheels under the ark for its 
greater facility of advancing. We 
journeyed nearly due north for feveral 
days,.and met with nothing remark- 
able except the aftonifhment of the 
favage natives. to behold our equi- 
page. 

The Dutch government at the Cape, 
to do them juftice,. gave us every pof 
fible affiflance for. the expedition. I 
prefume they had received inftru&tion - 
on that head from their High Mighti- 
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We directed our courfe by the com- 
pafs and the ftars, getting every day 
prodigious quantities of game in the 
woods, and at night encamping within 
a proper enclofure for fear of the wild 
beafts. One whole day in particular 
we. heard on every fide, among the 
hills, the horrible roaring of lions, 
refounding from -rock to- rock: like 
broken thunder. It feemed as if there 
was a general rendezvous of all thefe 
favage animals to fall upon our party. 
That whole day we advanced with 
caution, our hunters fcarce venturing 
beyond piftol fhot from the caravan, 
for fear of diffolution, At night we 
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encamped as ufual, and threw up a: 
eircular:entrenchment:round our tents. 
We had fcarce retired to repofe when: 
we found ourfelves ferenaded by at- 
leaft one thoufand lions,. approaching. 
equally on every fide, and within an: 
hundred paces. Our cattle fhewed the 
moft horrible fymptoms of fear, alt. 
trembling, and in cold perfpiration.. 
I directly ordered the whole com- 
pany to ftand to their arms,.and not to’ 
make any noife or fire until I fhould. 
command them. I then took a large 
quantity of tar, which F had brought 
with our caravan for that purpofe, and 
ftrewed it in a continued ftream round 
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the encampment; within which cirele 
of tar I immediately placed another 
train or circle of gun-powder; and 
having taken this precaution, I anxi- 
oufly waited the lions approach.— 
Thefe dreadful animals knowing, I 
prefume, the force of our troop, ad- 
vanced very flowly, and with caution; 
approaching on every fide of us with 
an equal pace, and growling hideous 
in concert, fo as to refemble an earth- 
quake, or fome fimilar convulfion of 
the world. When they had at length ad- 
vanced and fteeped all their paws-in the 
tar, they put their nofes to it, {melling 
it as if it were blood, and daubed 
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their great: bufhy hair and: whifkers- 
with it equal to their paws.. At that: 
very inftant, when, in concert,. they” 
were going to give. the mortal dart 
upon us, I difcharged a piftol at the 
train of gunpowder, which inftantly 
exploding on every fide, made. all the: 
lions recoil in general uproar, and take 
to flight with the utmoft:precipitation:. 
In an inftant we could behold them 
fcattered through the woods at. fome- 
diftance, roaring in agony, and mov-- 
ing about like fo many Will-o’-the« 
Wifps, their paws.and faces. all.on fire 
from the tar and the gun-powder. I 


then. ordered a general purfuit: We 
followed: 
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‘followed them on every fide through 
the woods, their own light ferving as 
our guide, until, before the rifing of 
the fun, we followed into their faft. 
nefies and fhot or otherways deftroyed 
‘every one of them’: And during the 
whole of our journey after, we never 
‘heard the roaring of a lion; nor did 
any wild beaft prefume to make ano- 
‘ther attack upon our party, which 
fhews the excellence of immediate pre- 
fence of mind, and the terror infpired 
into the moft favage enemies by a pro- 
per and well-timed proceeding. 

Weat length arrived on the confines 
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menfe plain, extending on every fide 
of us like an ocean. Nota tree, nor 
a fhrub, nor a blade of grafs was 
to be feen, but all appeared an extreme 
fine fand, mixed. with gold-duft and 
little fparkling pearls. 

The gold-dutft and pearls appeared 
to us of little value, becaufe we could 
have no expeétation of returning to 
England for a confiderable time. . We 
obferved, at a great diftance, fome- 
thing like a {moke_rifing juft over the 
verge. ol the horizon; and looking 
with our telefcopes, we perceived it to 
be a whirlwind tearing up the fand and 


toffing it about in the heavens with 


frightful 


B97.) di 
frightful impetuofity. I immediately 
ordered my company to erect a mound 
around us of a great fize, which we 
did with aftonifhing labor and perfe- 
verance; and then roofed it over with 
certain planks and timber, which we 
had with us for the purpofe. Our la- 
bor was fcarcely finifhed when the fand 
came rolling on like the waves of the 
fea; *twas a ftorm and river of fand 
united. It continued to advance in the 
fame dire€tion, without intermiffion, 
for three days, and completely covered 
over the mound we had erected, and 
buried us all within. The intenfe 
heat of the place was intolerable; but 
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guefling by the ceffation of the noife, 
that the ftorm was paffed, we fet about 
digging a paffage to the light of day 
again, which we effected in a very 
fhort time; and afcending, perceived 
that the whole had been fo completely 
covered with the fand, that there ap- 
peared no hills, but one continu- 
ed plain, with inequalities or ridges 
on it like the waves of the fea. We 
foon extricated our vehicle and reti- 
nue from the burning fands, but not 
without great danger, as the heat was 
very violent, and began to proceed on 
our voyage. Storms of fand of a 
fimilar nature feveral times attacked 


US) 


us, but by ufing the fame precautions 
we preferved ourfelves repeatedly from 
deftruction. Having travelled more 
than nine thoufand miles over this in- 
hofpitable plain, expofed to the pere 
pendicular rays of a burning fun, 
without ever meeting a rivulet, or a 
fhower from Heaven to refrefh us, we 
at length became almoft defperate ; 
when, to our inexpreffible joy, we 
beheld fome mountains at a great dif- 
tance; and on our nearer approach, 
obferved-them covered with a carpet of 
verdure, and groves and woods.— 
Nothing could appear more romantic 
or beautiful than the rocks and preci- 
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pices intermingled with flowers and 
fhrubs of every kind, and palm trees 
of fuch a prodigious fize as to furpafs 
any thing ever feen in Europe. Fruits 
of all kinds appeared growing wild in 
the utmoft abundance, and antelopes 
and fheep, and buffaloes, wandered 
about the groves and vallies in. profu- 
fion. The trees refounded with the 
melody of birds, and every thing 
difplayed a general fcene of rural hap- 


pinefs and joy. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


A feaft on live bulls and kava.—The 


inhabitants admire the European ad- 
venturers.—The emperor comes to meet 
the baron, and pays him great compli- 
ments.—The inhabitants of the centre 
of Africa defcended from the people of 
the Moon, proved by an infcription in 
Africa, and by the analogy of their 
language; which is alfo the fame 
with that of the antient Scythians.— 
The baron is declared fovereign of the 
intertor of Africa on the deceafe of the 
emperor.— He endeavours to abolifh 
the cuftom of eating live bulls, which 
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excites much difcontent.—The advice 
of Hilaro Frofticos upon the occafion.— 
The baron makes a fpeech to the af- 
Jembly of the ftates; which only ex- 
cites greater murmurs.—He confults 
with Hilaro Frofticos. 


AVING paffed over the neareft 
mountains, we entered a delight- 

ful vale, where we perceived a multi- 
tude of perfons at a feaft of living 
bulls, whofe flefh they cut away with 
ereat knives, making a table of the 
creature’s carcafe; ferenaded by the 
bellowing of the unfortunate animal. 


Nothing 
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Nothing feemed requifite to add to the 
barbarity of this feaft but kava, made 
as defcribed in Cook’s voyages; and 
at the conclufion of the feaf{t we per- 
ceived them brewing this liquor, which 
they drank with the utmoft avidity. 
From that moment, infpired with an 
idea of univerfal benevolence, I de- 
termined to abolifh the cuftom of eat- 
ing living flefh, and drinking of kava. 
But I knew that fuch a thing could 
not be immediately effected, whatever 
in future time might be performed. 

Having refted ourfelves during a few 
days, we determined to fet out toward 
the principal city. of the empire. The 


fingularity 


fingularity of our appearance was fpo- 
ken of all over the country as 4 phx- 
nomenon. The multitude looked up- 
on Sphinx, the bulls, the crickets, 
the balloons, and the whole company, 
as fomething more than terreftrial ; but 
efpecially the thunder of our fire arms, 
which ftruck horror and amazement 
into the whole nation. 

We at length arrived at the me- 


tropolis, fituated on the banks of a 


noble river; and the emperor, attended 


by all his court, came out in grand 
proceffion to meet us. ‘The emperor 
appeared mounted on a dromedary, 
royally caparifoned, with all his at- 
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tendants on foot, through refpect for 
his majefty. He was rather above the 
middle ftature of that country, four 
feet three inches in height, with a 
countenance like all his countrymen, 
as white as fnow. He was- preceded 
by a band of moft exquifite mufic, 
according to the fafhion of the country, 
and his whole retinue halted within 
about fifty paces of our troop. We 
returned the falute by a difcharge of 
mufketry, and a flourifh of our trum- 
pets and martial mufic. I commanded 
our caravan to halt, and difmounting, 
advanced, uncovered, with only two 
attendants toward his majefty. The 


emperor 
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emperor was equally polite, and de- 
{cending from his dromedary, advanced 
to meet me. I am happy, faid he, to 
have the honor to receive fo illuftrious 
a traveller, and affure you that every 
thing in my empire fhall be at your 
difpofal. 2 

I thanked his majefty for his polite- 
nefs, and expreffed how happy I was 
to meet fo polifhed and refined a peo- 
ple in the centre of Africa; and that 
I hoped to fhew myfelf and company 
grateful for his efteem, by introducing 


the arts and {ciences of Europe among 


the people. 
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I immediately perceived the true 
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defcent of this people, which does not 
appear of terreftrial origin, but de- 
{cended from fome of the inhabitants 
of the moon; becaufe the principal — 
language fpoken there, and in the cen- 
tre of Africa, is very nearly the fame. 
Their alphabet and method of writing 
are pretty much the fame, and fhew 
the extreme antiquity of this people, 
and their exalted origin. I here give 
you a fpecimen of their writing (*) 


freenah dna fkoohtop. 
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(*) Vide Otrokocus de Orig. Hung. p. 46. 
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Thefe characters I have fubmitted to 
the infpection of a celebrated anti- 
quarian; and it will be proved to the 
fatisfaction of every one in his next 
volume, what an immediate intercourfe 
there muft have been between the in- 
habitants of the moon and the antient 
Scythians ; which Scythians did not, 
by any means, inhabit a part of Ruffia, 
but the central part of Africa, as I 
can abundantly prove to my very 
learned and laborious friend. — The 


above 
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above words, written in our characters, 
are sregnah dna skoobtop; that is, the 
Scythians are of heavenly origin. The 
word sregnab, which fignifies Seythians, 
is compounded of sreg or sre; whence 
our prefent Englith word fire, or fir; 
and nab, or guab, knowledge: becaufe 
the Scythians united the effentials of 
nobility and learning together. dna 
fignifies heaven, or belonging to the 
moon, from duna who was antiently 
worfhipped as goddefs of that lumi- 
nary. And skootop fignifies the origin 
or beginning of any thing, from ‘skoo, 
the name“ufed in the moon for a point 
in geometry ; and fop or foppos, VESt~ 
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tation. Thefe words are infcribed at 
this day upon a pyramid in the centre 
of Africa, nearly at the fource of the 
river Niger. And if any one refufes 
his affent, he may go there to be 
convinced. 

The emperor conducted me to his 
court amidft the admiration of his 
courtiers, and paid us every poffible 
politenefs that African magnificence 
could beftow. He never prefumed to 
proceed on any expedition without 
confulting us; and looking upon us 
as a fpecies of fuperior beings, paid 
the greateft refpe& to our opinions. 
He frequently afked me about the 


ftates 
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{tates of Europe, and the kingdom of 
Great Britain, and appeared loft: in 
admiration at the account I ‘gave him 
of our fhipping, and the immenfity of 
the ocean. “We taueht him to repu- 
late the government nearly on the fame 
plan with the Britifh conftitution, and 
to inftitute a parliament and degrees 
of nobility. His majefty was the laft 
of his royal line; and on his deceafe, 
with the unanimous confent of the 
people, made me heir to the whole 
empire. The nobility and chiefs of 
the country immediately waited upon 
me with petitions, intreating me to 
accept the government. I confulted 
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with my noble friends Gog and Ma- 
geog, &c. and after much confultation 
it was agreed that I fhould accept the 
government, ‘not as actual and inde- 
pendent monarch of the place, but as 
vice-roy to his majefty of England. 

I now thought it high time to do 
away the cuftom of eating live flefh 
and drinking of kava; and > for that 
purpofe ufed every perfuafive method 
to wean the majority of the people 
from it. This, to my aftonifhment, 
was not taken in good part by the 
nation, and they looked with jealoufy 
at thofe ftrangers, who wanted to 
make innovations among them. 


Neverthelefs. 
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Neverthelefs, J felt much concern to 
think that my fellow creatures could 
be capable of fuch barbarity. I did 
every thing that a heart fraught with 
univerfal benevolence and good will 
to all mankind could be capable of 
defiring. I firft tried every method of 
perfuafion and incitement. I did not 
harfhly reprove them; but I invited 
frequently whole thoufands to dine 
after the fafhion of Europe, upon 
roafted meat. Alas, *twas all in vain, 
my goodnefs nearly excited a feditiun. 
They’ murmured among themfelves, 
{poke of my intentions, my wild and 
ambitious views, as if I, oh heaven! 
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could have had any perfonal interefted 
motive in making them live like men, 
rather than like crocodiles and t'gers. 
—lIn fine, perceiving that gentlenefs 
could be of no avail; well knowing 
that when complaifance can effect no- 
thing from. fome fpirits, compulfion 
excites refpect and veneration; I pro- 
hibited under pain of the fevereft pe- 
nalties, the drinking of kava, or eat- 
ing of live flefh, for the fpace of nine 
days within the diftriéts of Angalinar 
and Paphalgalna. 

But this created fuch an univerfal 
abhorrence and deteftation of my go- 
vernment, that my minifters, and even 


myfelf, 
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myfelf, were univerfally pafquinadoed ; 
lampoons, fatyrs, ridicule, and infult, 
were fhowered upon the name of Mun- 
chaufen where ever it was mentioned ; 
and, in fine, there never was a govern- 
ment fo much detefted, or with fuch 
little reafon. 

In this dilemma I had recourfe to 
the advice of my noble friend Hilaro 
Frofticos. In his good fenfe I now 
expected fome refource ; for the reft 
of the council, who had advifed me 
to the former method, had ees but 
a poor fpecimen of their abilities and 
difcernment, or I fhould have fuc- 
ceeaed more happily. In fhort, he 
addreffed 
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addreffed himfelf to me and to the 
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council as follows. 

‘© Tt is in vain, moft noble Mun- 
chaufen, that your excellency endea- 
vours to compel or force thefe people 
to a life to which they have never been 
accuftomed. In vain do you tell them 
that apple pies, pudding, roaft beef, 
minced pies, or tarts, are delicious, 
that fugar is fweet, that wine is ex- 
quifite. Alas, they cannot, they will 
not comprehend what deliciou{nefs is, 
what fweetnefs, or what the flavor of 
the grape. And even if they were 
convinced of the fuperior excellence 
of your way of life, never, never would 


they 


they be perfuaded: and that, if for no 
other reafon, but becaufe force or per- 
{uafion is employed to induce them 
to it. Abandon that idea for the pre- 
fent, and let us try another method. 
My opinion, therefore, is, that we 
fhould at once ceafe all endeavours to 
compel or perfuade them. But let 
us, if poffible, procure a quantity of 
fudge from England, and _carelefsly 
{catter it all over the country; and 
from this difpofal of matters, I pre- 
fume, nay, I have a moral certainty, 


that we fhall reclaim this people from 


horror and barbarity.” 


Had 
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Had this been propofed at any other 
time, it would have been violently 
oppofed in the council: but now, 
when every other attempt had failed, 
when theré feemed no other refource, 
the majority willingly fubmitted to 
they knew not what; for they abfo- 
lutely had no idea of the manner, the 
poffibility of fuccefs, or how they could 
bring matters to bear. However, “twas 
a fcheme; and as fuch they fubmitted. 
For my part, I liftened with extacy to 
the words of Hilaro Frofticos; for I 
knew that he had a moft fingular 
knowledge of human kind, and could 
humor and perfuade them on to their 


own 
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own happinefs and_ uniyerfal good. 
Therefore, according to the advice of 
Hilaro, I difpatched a balloon. with 
four men over the defert to the Cape 
of Good Hope, with letters to be 
forwarded to England, requiring, 
without delay, a few cargoes of fudge. 

The people had. all this time re- 
mained in a general ftate of ferment 
and murmur. Every thing that ran- 
“cor, Jow wit, and deplorable igno- 
rance could conceive to afperfe my 
Sovernment, was put in execution. 
The moft worthy, éven the mott be- 
heficent actions, every thing that was 


amiable, were perverted into oppofition. 
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The heart of a Munchaufen was 
not made of fuch impenetrable ftuff as 
to be infenfible to the hatred of even 
the moft worthlefs wretch in the whole 
kingdom ; and once, at a general af- 
fembly of the ftates, filled with an 
idea of fuch continued. ingratitude, I 
fpoke as pathetic as poffible, not 
methonght beneath my dignity, to 
make them feel for me: That the 
univerfal good and happinefs of the 
people were all I wifhed or defired — 
that if my actions had been miftaken, 
or improper furmifes formed, fill I 
had no wifh, no defire, but the public 


welfare, &c. &c. 
Hilare 


Hilaro Frofticos was all this time 
much difturbed; he looked fternly at 
me—he frowned; but I was fo en- 
groffed with the warmth of my heart, 
my intentions, that I underftood him 
not: In a minute I faw nothing but as 
if through a cloud, (fuch is the force 
of amiable fenfibility) Iords, ladies, 
chiefs—the whole affembly fecmed to 
{wim before my fight. The more { 
thought on my good intentions, the 
lampoons which fo much affected my 
delicacy, good nature, tendernefs— 
I forgot myfelf—I fpoke rapid, vio- 
lent—beneficence — fire—tenderne {s— 
Alas ! I melted into tears ! 
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Pifh! pifh! faid Hilaro Frofticos ! 
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Now, indeed, was my government 
lampooned, fatyrized, carribonadoed, 
bepickled, and bedeviled. One day, 
with my arm full of lampoons, I 
{tarted up as Hilaro entered the room, 
+—the tears in my eyes—Look, look 
here, HHilaro!—how can I bear all 
this :—It 1s impoffible to pleafe them ; 
I will leave the government—I cannot 
bear it !—See what pitiful anecdotes— 
what furmifes—I yh make my people 
feel for me—lI will leave the govern- 
ment ! ‘ 

Pfhaw! fays Hilaro.—At that fimple 
monofyllable, I found myfelf changed 


as 
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as if by magic; for I ever looked on 
Hilaro as a perfon fo experienced — ’ 
fuch fortitude—fuch good fenfe—— 
There are three fail under the con- 
voy of a frigate, added Hilaro, jutt 
arrived at the Cape, after a fortunate 
pafiage, laden with the fudge that we 
demanded. No time is to be lof; 
let it be immediately conducted hither, 
and diftributed through the principal 


granaries of the empire, 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER VII. 


4 proclamation by the Baron. —LExceffive 
curiofity of the people to know what 
Fudge was.—The people in a general 
ferment about it. —They break open alt 
the granaries in the empire,—The 
offettions of the people conciliated.— 
fin ode performed in honor of the 
Baron.— His difcourfe with Fra- 


grantia on the exsellence of the mujfic. 


NOME time after, I ordered the 
following proclamation to be pub- 


lithed 
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lithed in the Court Gazette, and in 


all the other papers of the empire: 


BY THE 


MOST MIGHTY AND PUISSANT LORD 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE 


LORD BARON MUNCHAUSEN. 


WHEREAS a quantity of fudge 
has been diftributed through all the 
granaries of the empire for particular 


ufes; and as the natives have ever ex- 
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forbidden, under pain of the fevereft 
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venalties, for any of the: officers 
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charged with the keeping of the faid 
fudge, to give, fell, or fuffer to be 
fold, any part or quantity whatever 
of the faid material, until it be agree- 


able unto our good will and pleafure. 


MuNCHAUSEN. 


Dated in our caftle of Grif- 
tarifka, this Trifkil of the 
month of Grifkifh, in the 
year Moulikafra-navaf- 
kafhna -vildafh. 


This proclamation excited the moft 
ardent curiofity all over the empire. 
Do you know what this fudge is? 


faid 
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faid lady Moohhilgaroutti to lord Dar- 
narlaganl.—Fudge ! faid he—fudge ! 
—No: What fudge ?—I mean, re- 
plied her ladyfhip, the enormous quan- 
tity of fudge that has been diftributed 
under guards in all the ftrong places 
in the empire, and which is {trictly 
forbidden to be fold, or given to any 
of the natives under the fevereft pe- 
nalties. Lord! replied he, what in 


the name of wonder, can it be?— 


Forbidden! why it muft ;—but pray 


do you, lady Fafhafhath, do you 
know what this fudge is?—~Do you, 
lord’ Traftillauex ?—Or you, Mifs 
Gnife 
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Griftilarkath >—What! nobody know 
what this fudge can be? 

It engroffed for feveral days the chit- 
chat of the whole empire.’ Fudge, 
fudge, fudge, refounded in all com- 
panies, and in all places, from the 
rifing unto the fetting of the fun; and 
even at night, when gentle fleep re- 
frefhed the reft of mortals, the ladies 
of all that country were dreaming of 
fudge ! 

Upon my honor, faid Kitty, as fhe 
was adjufting her modefty piece before 
the glafs, juft after getting out of bed, 
there is fcarce any thing 1 would not 


give to know what this fudge can be. 
Lal 
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Lia! my dear, replied Mifs Killna- 
rifka, I have been dreaming the whole 
night of nothing but fudge: I thought 
my lover kiffed my hand, and 
prefled it to his bofom, while J, 
frowning, endeavoured: to wreft it 
from him; that he kneeled at my 
feet.— No, never, never will I look 
at you, cried I, till you tell me what 
this fudge can be, or get me fome of 
it.—Be gone! cried I, with all the 
dignity of offended beauty, majefty, 
and a tragic queen.—Be gone! never 
fee me more, or bring me this deli- 
cious fudge. He {wore on the honor 
of a knight, that he would wander 
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o’er the world, encounter every dan- 
ger, perifh in the attempt, or fatisfy 
the angel of his foul. 

The chiefs and nobility of the na- 
tion, when they met together to drink 
their kava, fpoke of nothing but 
fudge. — Men, women, and children, 


all, all talked of nothing but fudge. 


°T was a fury of curiofity, one general 


ferment, an univerfal fever—nothing 
but fudge could allay it. 

But in one refpect they all agreed, 
that government muft have had fome 
interefted view in giving fuch pofitive 
orders to preferve it, and keep it from 
the natives of the country. Petitions 


were 
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were addreffed to me from all quarters, 
from every corporation and body of 
men in the whole empire. The ma- 
jority of the people inftru€ted their 
conftituents, and the parliament pre« 
{ented a petition, praying that I would 
be pleafed to take the ftate of the 
nation under confideration, and give 
orders to fatisfy the people, or the moft 
dreadful ‘confequences were to be ap- 
prehended. To thefe requefts, at the 
intreaty of my ‘council, I made no 
reply, or at beft but unfatisfactory 
anfwers. Curiofity was on the rack; 
they forgot to lampoon the govern- 
ment, fo engaged were they about the 


fudge. 
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fudge. The great affembly of the 
{tates could think of nothing elfe. In- 
ftead of enacting laws for the regula- 
tion of the people, inftead of \con- 
fulting what fhould feem, moft wife, 
moft excellent, they could think, talk, 
and harangue of nothing but fudge. 
In vain did the fpeaker call to order ; 
the more checks they got, the more 
extravagant and inquifitive they were. 
In fhort, the populace, in , many 
places rofe in the moft outrageous and 
tumultuous manner, forced open the 
eranaries in all places in one. day, 
and triumphantly diftributed the fudge 
through the whole empire. 
Whether 
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Whether on account of the longing, 


che intenfe curiofity, imagination, or 
the difpofition of the people, I cannot 
fay—but they found it infinitely to 
their tafte; "twas an intoxication of 
JOY, fatisfaction, and applaufe. 
Finding how much they liked this 
fudge, I procured another quantity 
from England, much greater than the 
former, and cautioufly beftowed it 
over all the kingdom. Thus were 
the affections of the people regained ; 
and'they, from’ hence, began to ve- 
nerate, applaud; and acmire my go- 
vernment more than ever. The fol- 
lowing Ode was performed at the 
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Ye bulls and crickets, and Gor, Mazoe, 


co 


And trump’ts high chiming anthrophos, 


Come fing blithe choral all in ag 
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Carglog, bafilog, fog, and bog! 


5 ssetice aol, “ _—— — 
Solemn, majeftic, wife, like hoary Time, 


And fam’d alike for virtue, fenfe and fun. 


Then {well the noble ftrain with fong 
And elegance divine, 

While Goddeffes around fhall throng, 

And all the Mufes Nine, 


be. 
<ind bulls and crickets, and Gog, Magog, 
And trumpets chiming anthrophog, 


Shall fing blithe choral all in og, 
Caralog, bafilog, fog, and bog ! 


This piece of poetry was much ap- 
plauded, admired, and enchored in 
every public affembly ; celebrated as 
an aftonifhing effort of genius; and 
the miufic, compofed by Minheer 
Gaftrafhbark Gkrghhbarwfkhk, was 


thought equal to the  fenfe.— 


Never was there any thing fo univer- 


fally admired, the fummit of the moft 
exquifite wit, the keeneft praife, the 


moft excellent mufic. 
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Upon my honor, and the faith I 
owe my love, faid I, mufic may be 
talked of in England ; but to pofiefs 
the very foul of harmony, the world 
fhould come to the performance of this 
ode.—Lady Fragrantia was at that 


moment 


moment drumming with her fingers on 
the edge of her fan, lof ina reverie, 
thinking fhe was playing upon——Was 
it a forte plano ? 

No, my dear Fragrantia, faid I, 
tenderly taking her in my arms while 
fhe melted into tears ; never, never, 
will I play upon any other ——! 

O! "twas divine, to fee her like a 
fummer’s morning, all blufhing and 


full of dew ! 


CHAPTER 
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The Baron fets all the people of the em- 
pire to work to build a bridge from 
their country to Great Britain —Hts 
contrivance to render the arch fecure. 
—Orders an infeription to be engraved 
on the bridge.—Returns with all his 
company, chariot, Fc. to England.— 
Surveys the kingdoms and nations un- 


der him from the middle of the bridge. 


N D now, moft noble baron, faid 
the illuftrious Hilaro Frofticos, 
now is the time to make this people 


proceed 
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proceed in any bufinefs that we find 
convenient. Take them at this pre- 
fent ferment of the mind, let them not 
think, but at once fet them to work. 
In fhort, the whole nation went hear- 
tily to the bufinefs, to build an edifice 
fuch as was never feen in any other 
country. I took care to fupply them 
with their favorite kava and fudge, 
and they worked like hories. The 
tower of Babylon, which, according to 
Hermogattricus, was feven miles high; 
or the Chinefe wall, was a mere trifle, 
in comparifon to this ftupendous edi- 
fice; which was completed in a very 


‘fhort fpace of time. 
It 
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[t was of an immenfe height, far 
beyond any thing that ever had been 
before erected; and of fuch gentle af- 
cent, that a regiment of cavalry with 
a train of cannon could afcend with 
perfect eafe and facility. Ie feemed 
like a rainbow in the heavens, the bafe 
of which appeared to rife in the ecn- 
tre of Africa, and the other extremity 
feemed to ftoop into Great Britain. 
A moft noble bridge indeed, and a 
piece of mafonry that has outdone Sir 
Chriftopher Wren. Wonderful. mutt 
it have been to form fo tremendous an 
arch, efpecially as the artifts had cer- 
tain difficulties to labor againft, which 


they 
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they could not have in the formation 
of- any other arch in the world; I 
mean, the attraction of the moon and 
planets: Becaufe the arch was of fo 
sreat a height, and in fome parts fo 
elongated from the earth, as in a great 
meafure to diminifh in its gravitation 
to the centre of our globe; or rather, 
feemed more eafily operated upon by 
the attraction of the planets: So that 


the ftones of the arch one would think, 
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at certain times, were ready to fall up 


ee 


to the moon, and at other times to fall 
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down to the earth. But as the former 
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was more to be dreaded, I ‘fecured 


ftability to the fabric by a very curious 


contrivance. 
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contrivance. I ordered the architeéts 
to get the heads of fome hundred num- 
fkulls and blockheads, and fix them 
to the interior furface of the arch, at 
certain intervals, all the whole length ; 
by which means the arch was held 
together firm, and its inclination to 
the earth eternally eftablifhed ; becaufe 
of all the things in the world, the fkulls 
of thefe kind of animals have a ftrange 
facility of tending to the centre of the 
earth. 

The building being completed, I 
caufed an infeription to be engraved 
in the moft magnificent ftile upon the 
fummit of the arch; in letters fo great 


and 
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and luminous, that all veffels failing 
to the Eaft or Weft Indies could read 
them diftinét in the heavens, as the 


motto of Conftantine. 


KARDOL BAGARLAN KAI TON 
FARINGO SARGAL RA MO PASH. 
ROL VATINEAC CAL COLNITOS 
RO NA FILNAY AGASTRA SA 
DINGANNAL FANO, 


That is to fay, — Ag long as this arch 
and bond of union fhall exift, fo long 
fhall the people be happy. Nor can 
all the power of the world affeét them, 
unlefs the moon, advancing from her 
ufual fphere, fhould fo much attract 
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the fulls as to caufe a fudden eleva: 
tion; on which, the whole will fall 
into the moft horrible confufion. 

An eafy intercourfe being thus efta- 
blifhed. between Great Britain and the 
centre- of Africa, numbers travelled 
continually to-and from both countries, 
and at my requeft mail coaches were 
ordered to run on the bridge between 
both empires. After fome time, hav- 
ing fettled the government perfectly to 
my fatisfaction, I requefted permil- 
fion to refign, as a great cabal had 
been excited againft me in England ; 


I therefore received my letters of re- 


call, 


RUN RI ome 
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call, and prepared to return to Old 
England. 

In fine, I fet out upon my journey, 
covered with applaufe and general ad- 
miration. J proceeded with the fame 
retinue that I had before, Sphinx, Gog, 


and Magog, &c. and advanced along. 


i a 


the bridge, lined on each fide with 


U9 3 


rows of trees, adorned with fefloons 


e 


of various flowers, and illuminated with 
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colored ‘lights. We advanced ‘at a 
| great rate along the bridge, ‘which was 
fo very extenfive that we could {carce 
| perceive the afcent, but proceeded in- 
| fenfibly until we arrived on the centre 
| of the arch. The view from Renee 
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was glorious beyond conception; ’twas 


146 ] 


divine to look down on the kingdoms, 
and feas, and iflands under us. Affica 
feemed in general of a tawny brownith 
color, burned up by the fun; Spain 
feemed more inclining to a yellow, on 
account of fome fields of corn feattered 
over the kingdom; France appeared 
more inclining to a bright ftraw- color, 
intermixed with green; and England 
appeared covered with the moft beau- 
tiful verdure. I admired the appear- 
ance of the Baltic fea, which evidently 
feemed to have been introduced be= 
tween thofe eountries by the fudden 


fplitting of the land; and that ori- 


ginally 
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ginally Sweden was united to the weit- 
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ern coaft of Denmark; in fhort, the 
whole interftice of the gulf of Finland 
had no being, until thefe countries, 
by mutual confent, feparated from-one 
another. «Such were my philofophical 
meditations as I advanced, when I ob- 
. ferved a man in armour with a tre- 
| mendous fpear or lance, and mounted 
| upon a fteed, advancing againft me. 
I-foon difcovered by a telefcope that it 


could be no-other than Don Quixote, 


and promifed myfelf much amufement 
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CHAPTER IX, 


The Baron’s retinue is oppofed in a heroic 
Stile by Don Quixote, who in bis turn is 
attacked by Gog and Magog. — Lord 
Whittington with the Lord Mayor's 
Show comes to the affiftance of Den 
Quixote.—Gog and Magog affail bis 
lordfeip.— Lord Whittington makes a 
Speech, and deludes Gog and Magog 
to bis party.—A general Jcene of up- 
roar and battle among the company ; 
until the Baron, with great presence 


of mind, appeafes the tumult. 
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HAT art thou? exclaimed Don 

Quixote on his potent fteed. 
Who art thou? Speak,—or by the 
eternal vengeance of mine arm, thy 
whole machinery fhall perifh at found 
of this my trumpet ! 

Aftonifhed at fo rude a falutation, 
the great Sphinx ftopped fhort, and 
bridling up herfelf, drew in her head, 
like a fnail when it touches fomething 
that it does not like; the bulls fet 
up a-horrid bellowing; the crickets 


founded an alarm; and-Gog and Ma- 
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goe advanced before the reft. One 
of thefe powerful brothers had in his 
hand a great pole, to the extremity of 
which was faftened a cord of about 
two feetin length, and to the end of 
the cord was faftened a ball of iron, 
with fpikes fhooting from it like the 
rays of a ftar; with this weapon he 
prepared to encounter; and advanc- 
ing, thus he fpoke: 

‘© Audacious wight! that thus, in 
compleat’ fteel' arrayed, doth dare to 
venture crofs- my way, to ftop the 
great Munchaufen. Know theh, proud 
knight, that thou fhalt inftant perifh 
*neath my potent arm.” | 


When 
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When Quixote, Mancha’s knight, 
refponded firm: 

“« Gigantic monfter! leader of 
witches, crickets, and chimeras dire ! 
know thou, that here before yon azure 
heaven, the caufe of truth, of valor, 


and. of faith right pure ‘hall ordeal 


counter try it!” 

Thus he fpoke, and brandithing his 
mighty fpear, would inftant prodigies 
fublime performed; had not fome 
wight placed beneath the tail. dark 
Rofinante, furzer all thorny. bales at 
‘which, quadrupedanting, plunged the 


{teed, and .inftant on the earth the 


knight roar’d credo for his life. 
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At that fame moment.ten thoufand 
frogs ftarted from the morions of Gog 
and»Magog, and furioufly affailed the 
knight on every fide. In vain vhe 
roared, and invoked fair Dulcina del 
Tobofo ; for frogs wild croaking, feem- 
ed more loud, more fonorous than all 
his invocations. And thus in battle 
vile the knight was overcome, and 
{pawn all fwarmed upon his glittering 
helmet. 

¢ Detefted mifcreants! roared the 
knight ; avaunt! Enchanters dire and 
goblins could alone this arduous tafk 
perform; to rout the knight of Man- 
cha, foul defeat, and war even fuch as 
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ne’er was ktiown before. Thei hear, 
O Del Tobofo! hear my vows, that 
thus in anguith of my foul I urge, 
midtt frogs, Gridalbin, Hecaton, Kai, 
Talon, and the Rove! (for fuch the 
names and definitions of their quali- 
ties, their feparate powers.) For Mer- 
lin plumed their airy flight, and then 
in watery moon-beam dyed his rod ec- 
centric. At the touch, ten thoufand 
frogs, ftrange metamorphos’d, croaked 
even thus: And here they come, on 
high beheft, to vilify the knight, that 
erft defended famed virginity, and ma- 
trons all bewronged, and pilgrims hoar, 


and courteous guife of all! But the 
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age of chivalry is gone, and the olory 
of Europe is extinguifhed for ever!” 
He fpoke, and fudden good lord 

Whittington, at head of all his raree- 

fhow, came forth, armour antique of 
chivalry, and-helmets old, and troops, 

all ftreamers, flags, and banners glit- 
tering gay, red, gold, and purple: 
and in every hand a fquare of -ginger- 
bread all gilded’ nice, - was brandifh’d 
awful. -Ata word, ten thoufand thou- 
fand able bifcuits, crackers, buns, and 
flannel cakes, and hats of gingerbread, 
encounter’d in mid air in glorious ex- 
altation ; like fome huge ftorm of mill- 


ftones, 
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ftones, or when it rains whole clouds. 


of dogs and cats. 

The frogs, aftonifhed, thunderftruck, 
forgot their notes. and mufic, that be- 
fore had feemed fo terrible, and drowned 
the cries of knight renown’d; and mute 
in. wonder. heard the words of Whit- 
tington pronouncing folemn: ‘Gob. 
lins, chimeras dire, or frogs, or what- 
foe’er enchantment thus prefents in 
antique fhape, attend, and hear the 
words of peace; and thou, good He. 
rald, read aloud the riot. act |”? 

He ceafed, and difmal was the tone 
that foftly breathed from all the frogs 


in. chorus, . who quick had. petrified 


with 
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with fright, unlefs redoubted Gog and 
Magog, both with poles, high topped 
with airy bladders by a {tring dependant, 
had not ftormed againft his lordfhip. 
Ever and anon the bladders, loud 
refounding on his chaps, proclaimed 
their fury againft all potent law, coer- 
cive mayoralty : Whenhe, fubmiffive, 
thus in~ cunning iguile addreffed the 
knights affailant: 

«¢ Gog, Magog, renowned and fa- 
mous! what, my fons, fhall you affail 
your father, friend, and chief confeffed * 
Shall. you, thus armed with bladders 
vile, attack my title, eminence, and 
pomp fublime? Subfide, vile difcord, 


and 


= a — ee Fas OH ces os . action S| ti/ y 4 me 
a eRe OS /) i ee me, 


B57...) 
and again return to your true ‘legiance. 
Think, my friends, how oft your gor- 
geous pouch I’ve cramm/’d, all cala- 
pafh, green fat, and calapée. Re- 
member how you've. feafted, ftood 
inert for ages, until fize immenfe 
you've gained. And think, how dif- 
ferent is the fervice of Munchaufen, 
where you o’er feas, cold, briny, float 
along the tide, eternal toiling like to 
| flaves Algiers and Tripoli. And ev’na 
: on high, balloon like, through the 
heavens have journeyed late, upon a 
rainbow or fome awful bridge ftretch’d 
eminent; as if on earth he had not 
work fufficient to diftrefs your potent 
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fervitudes, but he fhould alfo feek in 
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Heaven dire caufe of labor! Recol- 
leét, my friends, even why or where- 
fore fhould you thus affail your law- 
ful Magiftrate, or why defert his 
livery ? or for what or wherefore ferve 
this German Lord Munchaufen, who 
for all your labors fhall alone beftow 
fome fudge and heroic blows in war ? 
Then ceafe, and thus in amity return 
to friendfhip aldermanic, bungy, 
brown, and fober.” 

Ceafed he then, right worfhipful, 
when both the warring champions in- 
ftant ftemmed their battle, and in fign of 
peace and unity returning, ’neath their 


feet 
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feet reclined their weapons. Sudden 
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at a fignal either ftarhped his foot 
finiftrine, and the loud report of burf- 
ten bladder ftunned each ear furround- 
ing, like the roar of thunder from on 
high convulfing heaven and earth. 
*Twas now upon the faddle once 
again the knight of Mancha rofe; and 
in his hand far balancing his lance, full 
tilt againft the troops of bulls oppofing 
ran.’ And thou, fhrill Crillitrilkril, 
than whom no cricket e’er on hob of 
rural cottager, or chimney black, more 
gladfome toned his merry note, ev’n 
thou didft perifh, fhrieking gave the 
ghoft in empty air the fport of ev’ry 


O2 wind ; 
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wind; for e’en that heart fo jocund 
and fo gay was pierced, harfh fpitted 
by the lance of Mancha, while un- 
daunted thou didft fit between the 
horns that crowned Mowmowfki. And 
now Whittington advanced, midft 
armour antique and the powers Magog 
and Gog; and with his rod enchanting 
touched the head of every frog long 
mute and thunderftruck; at which, 
in univerfal chorus and falute, they 
fung blithe jocund, and amain ad- 
vanced rebellious ’gainft my troop. 
While Sphinx, though great, gigan- 
tic, feemed inftinctive bafe and cow- 


ardly, and at the fight of ftorming 


gingers 
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gingerbread, and powers Magog, and 
Gog, and Quixote, all againft her, 
ftarted fierce, o’erturning boat, bal- 
loons, and all; loud roared the bulls, 
hideous ; and the crath of wheels, and 
chaos of confufion drear refounded far 
from earth to heaven. And ftill more 
fierce in charge the great Lord Whit- 
tington, from poke of ermine his fam’d 
Grimalkin took, She {creamed, and 
harfh attacked my bulls confounded ; 
lightning like fhe darted, and from half 
the troop their eyes devouring tore. 
Nor could the riders, crickets throned 
fublime, efcape from rage, from fury 


lefs averfe than cannons murder or the 
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ftormy fea. The great Mowmowski 
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roared amain and plunged in anguifh, 
fhunning every dart of fire-ey’d fierce 
Grimalkin. Dire the rage of warfare, 
and contending crickets, Quixote, and 
great Magog; when Whittington ad- 
yancing—Good, my friends and war- 
riors, headlong on the foe bear down 
impetuous! He fpoke, and waving 
high the mighty rod, tipped wonderful 
each bull, at which more fierce the crea- 
tures bellowed, while enchantment drear 
devoured their vitals. And all had gone 
to wreck in more than mortal ftrife, un- 
lefs, like Neptune orient from he 
ftormy deep, Irofe, ev’n towering o’er 


the 
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the ruins of my fighting troops. Serene 
and calm I ftood, and gazed around 
undaunted; nor did aught oppofe 
again{t my foes impetuous. But fudden 
from my chariot, purfes plentiful of 
fudge poured forth, and fcattered it 
amain o’er all the crowd contending: 
As when old Catherine or the careful 
Joan doth fcatter to the chickens bits 
of bread and crumbs fragmented, 


while rejoic’d they gobble faft the pro- 


fered crumbs in general plenty and 


fraternal peace, and huth, fhe cries, 
hufh! hufh! 


CHAPTER 
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The Baron arrives in England. The 
Coloffus of Rhodes comes to congratu- 
late bim.—=Great rejoicings on the 
Baron’s return, and a tremendous con- 
cert.—The Barons difcourfe with 
Fragrantia, and her opinion of the 
tour to the Hebrides. 


AVING arrived in Old Eng- 
land once more, the greateft re- 
joicings were made for my return: 
The whole city feemed one general 


blaze 
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blaze of illumination; and the Colof- 
fus of Rhodes, hearing of my aftonifh- 
ing feats, came on purpofe to England 
to congratulate me on fuch unparal- 
lelled atchievements. But above all 
other rejoicings on my return, the 
mufical oratorio and fong of triumph 
were magnificent in the extreme. Gog 
and Magog were ordered to take the 
maiden tower of Windfor, and make 
a tambarine or great drum of it. 
For this purpofe they extended an ele- 
phant’s hide, tanned and prepared for 
the defign, acrofs the fummit of the 
tower from parapet to parapet; fo that 
ia proportion this extended elephant’s 


hide. 
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hide was to the whole of the caftle, 
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what the parchment is toa drum; in 
fuch a manner, that the whole became 
one great inftrument of war. 

To correfpond with this, Coloffus 
teok Guildhall and Weftminfter Ab- 
bey, and turning the foundations to- 
ward the heavens, fo that the roofs of 
the edifices were upon the ground, 
he ftrung them acrofs with brafs and 
fteel wire from fide to fides and thus, 
when ftrung, they had the appearance 
of moft noble dulcimers. He then 
took the great dome of St. Paul’s, rifing 
it off the earth with as much facility 
as you would adecanter of claret. And 


when 
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when once rifen up, it had the ap- 
pearance of a quart bottle. Coloffug 
inftantly, with his teeth, cracked off 
the fuperior part of the cupola, and 
then applying his lips to the inftru- 
ment began to found it like a trumpet. 
“T'was martial beyond defcription — 
tantara !—tara—ta ! 

During the concert I walked in the 


park with Lady Fragrantia; fhe was 


dreffed that morning in a chemife & 1g - 


reine. I like, faid fhe, the dew of 
the morning, ’tis delicate and etherial, 
and by thus befpangling me, I think 
it will more approximate me to the 
nature of .the rofe; for her looks were 


like 
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like Aurora: And to confirm the ver- 
million I fhall go to Spa, and drink 
the Pouhon fpring, added I, gazing 
at her from top to toe. Yes, replied — 
the lovely Fragrantia, with all my 
heart, tis the drink of {weetnefs and 
delicacy: Never were there any crea- 
tures like the water drinkers at Spa ; 
they feem like fo many thirfty blof- 
foms on a peach tree, that fuck up the 
(hower in the fcorching heat. There 
‘s a certain fomething in the waters 
that gives vigor to the whole frame, 
and expands every heart with rapture 
and benevolence. They drink! good 
gods, how they do drink! and then, 


how 
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how they ———. Pray, my dear Ba-< 


ron, were you ever at the falls of 
Niagara? Yes, my lady, replied I, 
(furprifed at fuch a ftrange affociation 
of ideas) I have been many years ago 
at the falls of Niagara, and found no 
more difficulty in fwimming up and 
down the cataracts, than I fhould to 
move a minuet. At that moment fhe 
dropped her nofegay—Ah, faid fhe, 
as I prefented it to her, there is no 
great variety in thefe polyanthofes: 1 
do affure you, my dear Baron, that 
there is tafte in the feleCtion of flowers 

as well as every thing elfe ; and were 

I a girl of fixteen I fhould wear fome 
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rofe-buds in my bofom; but at five 
and twenty, I, think ‘twould be more 
apropos to wear a full.blown rofe, 
quite ripe, and ready; ta drop-off : the 
{talk for want of beiag pulled—heigh 
ho! But pray, my lady, faidd, how ~ 
do you like the concert ?. Alas!\ faid 
fhe, languifhingly, while fhe daid her 
hand. upon my, fhoulder, - what, are 
thefe bodylefs founds-and vibrations te 
me? and yet what, an: exquifite fweet- 
nefs in the fongs of the: northern, part 
of .our, ifland —, Thoy art gone awa 
from me, Mary !? eae pathetic and 
divine the little airs of Scotland and 
the Hebrides. But never, -never can 
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{think ‘of that’'fame Dogor Johnfon; 


that Gonftable, as Fergus Mac. Leod 
calls ‘hit, but 'D have an idea of 2 
great “brown full: Bottomed wig and 4 
hogthead of porter!—O ’twas bafe to 
be ‘every where \treatéd with politenefs 
and hefpitality, “and in’ retukn invi- 
dioufly to frriell funtis them all over: 
to’go to the country of Kate of Aber. 
deen, ©f-Old ‘Robin Gray, *midit ru- 
ral’ innoéencé atid fweétnels, take up 
their plaids, andéxpofé #0!’ Does 
tor, Doctor 1" 

And what would you fay, Fragran- 
tia, if you were towrite 4 tour’to the 
Flebrides ? Peace to the heroes, re- 
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plied fhe; in a delicate and theatrical 
tone—peace to the heroes who fleep in 
the ifle of Jona; the fons of the wave, 
and the chiefs, of the dark brown 
fhield! The tear. of the fympathizing 
flranger is fcattered by the wind .cver 
the hoary ftones as fhe meditates for- 
rowful on the times, of old!, Such 
could I fay, fitting upon fome druidi- 
cal heap or tumulos. The fact is this, 
there is a right and a wrong handle to 
every thing; and there is more plea- 
(ure in thinking with pure: nobility of 


heart, than with the illiberal enmiues 


and. farcafm of a blackguard. 
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A titigated contention between Don Quine, 


_ ote; Gog, Magog, (S¢.—A grand court 
affembled upon tt,—T. he appearance of 
the company. —The matrons, judges, 
Sethe method of writing, and thé 
ufe of the fafoionable amufement Quiz- 
2e5.—Waawau arrives from the. coun- 
try 20f » Prefter.,Fobn,. and. leads. the. 
whole affembly. a wild- goofe chafe to 
the top of Pliniimmon, and thence to 


Virginia. —T he Baron meets a floating | 


‘ifland in bis voyage to Averica Ss 
Purfues Watwan with bis whole coms 
pany through the defers, of Norto 
P 3 Ameri¢a, 
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feize Wauwau in a morafs. 


HE contention between Gog and 

Magog, and Sphinx, Hhlaro 
Frofticos, the lord Whittington, &c. 
was productive of infini:¢ litigation. 
All the lawyers in the kingdom were 
employed, to render the affair as com- 
plex and glorioufly uncertain \as —pof- 
fible; and, in fine, the whole ‘nation 
became interefted, and were divided 
on both fides of the queftion. Co- 
loffus took the part. of Sphinx, and 


the affair was at length: fubmitted to 


the 
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the decifion' of a grand council im a 
great hall, adorned with feats on every 
fide in form of an amphitheatre. The 
affembly appeared the moft magnificent 
and {plendid in the world. A court 
or jury of one hundred matrons occu- 
pied the principal and moft honorable 
part of the amphitheatre; they were 
drefied in flowing robes of fky blue 
velvet, adorned with fefloons of bril- 
liants and diamond ftars; grave and 
fedate looking matrons, all in uniform 
with: fpectacles upon their nofes : 
And oppofite to thefe were placed one 
hundred judges, with curly white wigs 
flowing down on each fide of them to 


their 
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theif very feet } {6 that Solomon 7A all 
his glory’was’not fo wife in’appearanee, 
At the ardent “requett Uf the’ whole 
empire,iT condeéfcended te be the pre. 
fident of the court; and! being arrayed: 
accordingly, F took my feat beneath a 
canopy erected in’ the centre. » Before 
every judge was placed’ a fquare ink- 
ftand, containing a gallon of ink, and 
pens of a proportionable fize;’ and alfo 
right before him an’ enormous folto; 
fo large as to ferve ‘for table and book 
at the fame time. But they did‘ not 
make much ufe of their pens and ink; 
except to blot and’ daub the’ paper ; 
for, that they fhould be the more im~- 


partial, 
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partial, I had ordered that none but 
the blind thould be honored with the 
employment: So that when they at- 
tempted to write any thing, they uni- 
formly dipped their pens into the ma- 
chine containing fand; and_ having 
{crawled over'a page as they thought, 
defiring then to dry it with fand, would 
fpill half .a gallon of ink upon the 
paper, and, thereby daubing their fin- 
gers; would transfer: the ink to their 
face whenever they leaned their cheek 
upon their hand for greater gravity. 
As to the matrons, to prevent an eter- 
nal and \confufed prattle that would 


drown all manner of intelligibility, I 


found 
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found it abfolutely neceflary to. few 


up theirrmouths; fo thardbetween the 
blind ,judges vand: the dumb matrons, 
methought, the) trial hadvavrhance of 
being terminated fooner than ‘it others 
wife, couldes The: matronss:inttead of 
their tongues, dhad~ootheriinftrurhents 
to convey their 1deas:) Bach of thény 
had three: quizzes, one: quiz ipendant. 
fromthe flring» that -fewed ap: her! 
mouth; and another «quiz :limweither 
hand.» When. the’ wifhed ‘to\-exprefs 
her negative, fhe darted: and -recoiled 
the quizzes. in her right and left ‘hand; 
and when fhe defired to exprefs her af- 
firmative, fhe, nedding,' made the quiz 


pendant 
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pendant ,.frony her mouth. flow.down 
and. recoil, again... The trial proceeded 
in, ‘this. manner, for .a long, time. to: the 
admiration of the whole empire; when 
at dength Iithought proper .to, fend to 
my old friend jand ally,| Prefer John, 
intreating \ him to forward ‘to me one 
of the ipecies of;wild and-curious birds 
found. in. hig kingdom, caléd-a Wau- 
wau. . This creature, was brought, over 
the great-bridge'beforementioned,. from 
the interior. of; Africa, by a balloon. 
The; balloon .was / placed upom the 
bridge, .extending.. over. the parapets 
on each fide, , with great wings:or oars 


to allift) its velocity; and under the 


balloon 
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balloon was placed pendant a kind of 
boat, in! which were ‘the ‘perfons to 
manage the fteerage of the machine, 
and protect Wauwau. This oracular 
bird arriving in England, ‘inftantly 
darted through one of the windows of 
the great hall, and perched upon the 
canopy in the centre, to the admiration 
of all prefent. Her cackling appeared 
quite prophetic and oracular ; and the 
firft queftion propofed to’ her by the 
unanimous confent-of the matrons and 
judges, was, Whether or not the moon 
was compofed of green cheefe? The 
folution of this queftion was deemed 


abfolutely 
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abfolutely neceffary, before they could 
proceed farther on the trial, 

Wauwau feemed in figure not very 
much differing from a fwan, except 
that the neck was not near fo long, 

| and fhe ftood after an admirable fa- 
fhion like to Veftris.. She began cack- 
ling moft fonoroufly, and the whole 
_ ‘affembly agreed that it was abfolutely 
neceffary to catch her, and having her 
In their immediate: poffeftion, nothing 


_ ™ore would be requifite for the ters 
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this purpofe the whole houfe rofe up 
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to catch her, and approached in tu- 
mult, the judges brandifhing their 


eon Q pens, 
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pens, and. fhaking their big wigs, and 
the matrons quizzing as much as pof- 
fible in every direction, which very 
much ftartled Wauwau; who clapping 
her wings, inftantly flew out of the 
hall. The affembly began to proceed 
after her in order and ftile of prece- 
dence; together with my whole train 
of Gog and Magog, Sphinx, Huilaro 
Frofticos, Queen Mab’s chariot, the 
bulls and crickets, &c. preceded by 
bands. of mufic; while Wauwau. de- 
{cending on the earth, ran on like an 
oftrich before the troop, cackling all 
the way. Thinking fuddenly to catch 
this ferocious animal, the judges and 


matrons 
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matrons would fuddenly quickén their 
pace; but the creature would as quick- 
ly outrun them, ‘or fometimes fly away 
for many miles together, and then take 
breath until we fhould come within 
fight of her again, Our train jour- 
neyed ovér a moft prodigious tra& of 
country in a dire&t line, over hills and 
dales, to the fummit of Pliniimmon, 
where we thought to have feizéd Wau- 
wau but fhe inftantly took flight, and 
hever ceafed until the arrived at thé 
mouth of the Powtomac river in Vira 
pinia. 
> Our company immediately embarked 
in the machines before defcribed, in 
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which we had journeyed into Africa, 
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and after a few days fail arrived in 
North America. We met with no- 
thing curious on our voyage, except a 
floating ifland, containing fome: very 
delightful villages, inhabited by a few 
whites and negroes; the fugar cane 
did not thrive there well; on account, 
as 1 was informed, of the variety of 
the ciimates; the iffand being fome- 
times driven up as far as the north 
pole, and at other times wafted under 
the equinottial. In pity to the poor 
iflanders, I got a huge ftake of iron, 
and driving it through the centre, of 
the ifland; faftened it to the rocks and 


mud 
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mud at the bottom of the fea: fince 
which time the iffand has become fta- 
tionary, and is well known at preéfent 
| by the name of St. Chriftopher’s, and 
there is not an ifland in the world 
more fecure. 

Arriving in North America we were 
received by the prefident of the Uni- 
ted States with every honor and po- 
: litenefs. He was pleafed to give us 


all the information poffible relative to 


the woods and immenfe’ regions of 
America, and ordered troops of the 
different tribes of the Efquimaux to 
guide us through the forefts in purfuit 


of Wauwau; who, we at length found 


G23 had 
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had taken refuge in the centre of a 


morafs. The inhabitants of the coun- 
try who loved hunting, were much de- 
lighted to behold the manner in which 
we attempted to feize upon ae 
the chafe was noble and uncommon. 
I determined to furround the animal 
on every fide; and for this purpofe, 
ordered the judges and the matrons to 
furround the morafs with nets extending 
a mile in height: on various parts of 
which net the company difpofed them- 
felves, floating in the air like fo many 
fpiders upon their cobwebs. Magog, 
at my command, put.on a kind of ar- 
mour that he had carried with him for 
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the purpofe, corfelet of {teel, with 


gauntlets, helmet, &c. fo as nearly to 


refemble a mole. He inftantly plunged. 


into the earth, making way with his 
{harp fteel head piece, and tearing up 
the ground. with his iron claws; and 
found not much difficulty therein, as 
morafs in general is of a foft and yield. 
ing texture. Thus he hoped to un- 
dermine Wauwau, and fuddenly rifing 
feine her by the foot; wlille His bro- 
ther Gog afcended the air ina balloon, 
hoping to catch herif fhe fhould efcape 
Magog. Thus the animal was fur- 
rounded on every fide, and at firtt 
was very much terrified, knowing not 
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Which way fhe had beft to go. At 


jenpth hearing an obfcure noife under 


8 
eround, Wauwau took flight before 
Magog could have time to catch her 
by the foot. She flew to the right, 
chen ‘to the left, north, eaft, weft, and 
fouth ; but found on’ every fide the 
company prepared upon their nets. At 
length fhe flew right up, foaring at a 
moft aftonifhing rate againft the fun, 
while the company on every fide fet 
up one general acclamation. But Gog. 
in his balloon foon ftopped Wauwau 
in the midft of her career, and fnared 
her in a net, the cords of which he 
continued to hold in his hand. Wav- 
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‘wau did not totally lofe her prefenee 
ef mind, but after a little confider- 
ation, made feveral violent darts againft 
the volume of the balloon; fo fierce, 
as at length to tear open a great face, 
on which the inflammable air rufhing 
out, the whole apparatus began to 
tumble to the earth with amazing 
rapidity. Gog himfelf was thrown out 
of the vehicle, and letting go the reins 
of the net, Wauwau got liberty again, 
and flew out of fight in an inftant. 
Gog had been above a mile elevated 
from the earth when he began to fall, 
and as he advanced, the rapidity en- 
ereafed, fo that he went like a ball 


from 
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his nofe flriking againft one of the iron 
capped hands of his brother Magog, 
faft then rifiné from the depths, he 
began to bleed violently, and, but for 


the foftnefs of the morafs would: have 
loft his life. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAP TER. XIr, 


The Baron harangues the company, and 


they continue the purfuit.—The Baron 
wandering from his retinue, is taken 
by the favages, fealped, and tied to 
a frake to be roafted: but be contrives 
to extricate bimfelf, and kills the /a- 
vages.—The Baron travels over land 
through the forefts of North America, 
to the confines of Ruffia-~—<Arrives at 
the cafile of the Nare/ein Rowfkimow- 
mow/ky, and. gallops into the kingdom 
of Loggerbeads.—A battle, in which 
the Baron fizhts the Narefkin in fin- 
gle combat, and generoufly gives him 


his 
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bis life. — Arrives at the Friendly 
Iflands, and difcourfes with Omat.— 
The Baron with all his attendants 
goes from Otabeite to the ifthmus of 
Darien; and having cut a canal acrofs 


the ifthmus returns to England. 


MVM Friends and very learned and 

profound Judiciarii, faid I, be 
not difheartened that Wauwau has e- 
{caped from you at prefent; perfevere, 
and we fhall ftill fueceed. You fhould 
never defpair, Munchaufen being your 
general; and therefore be brave, be 
courageous, and fortune fhall-fecond 


your 
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your endeavors. Let us advance uns 
daunted in purfuit, and follow the 
fierce Wauwau even three times round 
the globe until we entrap her. 

My words filled them with confi- 

dence and valor, and they unanimoufly 

| agreed to continue the chafe. We 
penetrated the frightful deferts and 
gloomy woods of America, beyond 
the fource of the Ohio, through coun- 
tries utterly unknown before. I fre- 
quently took the diverfion of fhooting 
in the woods; and one day that ] hap- 
pened with three attendants to wander 
far from our troop, we were fuddenly 
fet upon by a number of favages. As 
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we had expended our powder and fhot, 
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and happened to have no fide arms, it 
was in vain to make any refiftance 
againft hundreds of enemies, In fhort, 
they bound us, and made us walk be- 
fore them to a gloomy cavern in a 
rock, where they feafted upon what 
game they had killed; but which not 
being fufficient, they took: my three 
unfortunate companions, and myfelf, 
and fcalped us. The pain of lofing 
the flefh from my head was moft hor- 
rible, it made me leap in agonies, and 
roar like a bull. They then tied us 
to ftakes, and making great fires a- 
round us, began to dance in a circle, 


finging 
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finging with much diftortion and bar. 
barity, and at times putting the palms 
of their hands to their mouths, fet 
up the war whoop. As they had on 
that day alfo fomehow made prize of 
fome wine and fpirits belonging to our 
troop, thefe barbarians finding it de- 
licious, and unconicious of its intoxi- 
cating quality, began to drink it in 
protufion, while they beheld us roaft- 
ing; and in a very fhort time they 
were all completely drunk, and began 
to fleep around the fires. Perceiving 
fome hopes, I ufed moft aftonifhing 
efforts to extricate myfelf from the 
cords with which I was tied, and at 
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length fucceeded. I immediately un- 
bound my companions, and though 
half roafted, they ftill had power e- 
nough to walk. - We fought about for 
the flefh that had been taken off our 
heads, and having found the fcalps, 
we immediately adapted them to our 
bloody heads, fticking them on with a 
kind of glue of a fovereign quality that 
flows from a tree in that country, and 
the parts united and healed in a few 
hours, We took care to revenge our- 
felves on the favages, and with their 
own hatchets put every one of them 
to death. We then returned to our 
troop, who had given us up for loft; 


and 
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and they made great rejoicings on our 
return. We now proceeded in our 
journey through this prodigious wil- 
dernefs, Gog and Magog atting as 
pioneers, hewing down the trees, &c. 
at a great rate as we advanced. We 
paffed over numberlefs fwamps, and 
lakes, and rivers, until. at. length we 
difcovered a habitation at fome dif- 
tance.. It appeared a dark and gloomy 
eaftle, furrounded: with ftrong ram- 
parts,. and a broad ditch. We called 
a council of war, and it was deter. 
mined to fend a deputation with a 
trumpet to the walls: of the caftle, and 
demand friendfhip from the governor, 
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whoever he might be, and an account 
if aught he knew of Wauwau. For 
this purpofe our whole caravan halted 
in the wood, and Gog and Magog re- 
clined among the trees, that their enor- 
mous ftrength and fize fhould not be 
difcovered, and give umpbrage to the 
lord of the caftle. Our embaffy ap- 
proached the caftle, and having de- 
manded admittance for fome time, at 
length the drawbridge was let down, 
and they were fuffered to enter. As 
foon as they had paffed the gate it was 
immediately clofed after them, and on 
either fide they perceived ranks of 
halberdiers, who made them tremble 


with 
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with fear, We come, the herald pro- 
claimed, on the part of Hilaro Frof. 
ticos, Don Quixote, Lord Whittington, 
and the thrice renowned Baron Munc- 
haufen, to claim friendfhip from the 
governor of this puiffant caftle, and 
to feek Wauwau. The moft noble 
the governor, replied an officer, is at 
all times happy to entertain fuch tra- 
vellers as pafs through thefe immentfe 
deferts, and will efteem it an honor 
that the great Hilaro Frofticos, Don 
Quixote, Lord Whittington, and the 
thrice renowned Baron Munchaufen 


enter his caftle walls, 
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Tn fhort, we entered the caftle. The 
governor fat with all our company 
to table, furrounded by his friends 
of a very fierce and warlike appear- 
ance. They fpoke but little, and 
feemed very auftere and referved, un- 
til the firft courfe was ferved up.. The 
difhes were brought in by a number of 
bears walking on their hind legs; and 
on every dith was.a fricafey of piftols, 
piftol. bullets,, fauce of gunpowder, 
and aqua-vite. This entertainment 
feemed rather indigeftible by even an 
oftrich’s ftomach ;. when the governor 
addreffed us, and informed me that its, 


was ever his cuftom to ftrangers,. to 
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offer them for the firft courfe a fervice 
fimilar to that before us: and if they 
were inclined to accept the invitation, 
he would fight them as much as they 
pleafed; but if they could not relith 
the piftol bullets, &c. he would con- 
clude them peaceable, and try what 
better politenefs he could fhew them 
in his caftle. In fhort, the firtt courfe 
being removed untouched, we dined; 
and after dinner the governor forced 
the company to pufh the bottle about 
with alacrity and to excefs. He in- 
formed us, that he was the Natefkin 
Roufkimowmowfky, who had retired 
amidit thefe wilds, difgufted with the 
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court of Peterfburgh. I was rejoiced: 
to meet him; I reeolle&ted my old 
friend, whom I had known at the court 
of Ruffia, when I rejeéted the hand of 
the emprefs. The Narefkin, with all. 
his knights companions,. drank to an 
aftonifhing degree, and we all fet. off. 
wpon hobby horfes in full cry out of 
the caftle. ‘Never was there feen fuch: 
a cavalcade before.. In front galloped: 
an hundred knights belonging to the 
caftle, with hunting horns and a pack 
of excellent dogs; and then came the 
Narefkin Rowfkimowmowfky,. Gog. 
and Magog, Hiuilaro Frofticos,. and 
your humble Servant, hallooing and 


fhouting: 
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Shouting like fo many demoniacs, and 
{purring our hobby horfes at an infernal 
rate, until we arrived in the kingdom 
of Loggerheads. The kingdom of 
Loggerheads was wilder than any part 
of Siberia, and the Narefkin had here 
built a romantic fummer houfe in .a 
Gothic tafte, to which he would fre- 
quently retire with his company after 
dinner. The Narefkin had. a dozen 
bears of enormous ftature that danced 
for our amufement, and their chiefs 
performed the minuet de la cour to 
admiration. And here the moft noble 


Hilaro Frofticos thought proper to afk 
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Wauwau, in queft of whom we had 
travelled over fuch a tract of country, 
and encountered fo many dangerous 
adventures; and alfo invited the Na- 
refkin Rowfkimowmowfky, to attend 
us with all his bears in the expedi- 
tion. “The Narefkin appeared afto- 
nifhed at the idea; he looked with in- 
finite hauteur and ferocity on Hilaro, 
and affeting a violent paffion, afked 
him, Did he imagine that the Narefkin 
Rowfkimowmowfky could condefcend 
to take notice of a VWauwau, let her 
fly what way fhe would? Or did he 
think, a chief pofieffing fuch blood 
in his veins, could engage in fuch a 
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ioreign purfuit ? ' By the blood of ‘all 
the bears in the kingdom of Logeera 
heads, and by the athes of my great 
great grand-mother, I would cut off 
your head 1 

Hilaro Frofticos refented this ora- 
tion, and in fhorta general riot Com- 
menced. The bears, together with 
the hundred knights, took the part of 
the Narefkin; and Gog and Magog, 
Don Quixote, the Sphinx, Lord 
Whittington, the bulls, the crickets; 
the judges, the Matrons, and Hilaro 


Frofticos, made -noble warfare againtt 


them. 
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1 drew my fword, and challenged 
the Narefkin to fingle combat. He 
frowned, while his eyes fparkled fire 
and indignation; and bracing a buck- 
ler on his left arm, he advanced againft 
me. I made a blow at him with all 
my force, which he received upon his 


buckler, and my fword broke fhort. 


Tein bale 6) lereaxba drareuPer exarce xere@ ! 


Ungenerous Narefkin! Seeing me 
difarmed, he ftill pufhed forward, 
dealing his blows upon me with the 
utmoft violence, which I parried with 
my fhield and.the hilt of my broken 
fword, and fought like a game cock. 
An 
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Aw enormous bear at the fame time 
attacked me; but I ran my hand, {till 
retaining the hile of my broken {word, 
down his throat, and tore up his 
tongue by the roots. I then feized-his 
earcafe by the hind legs, and whirling 
it over my head, gave the Narefkin 
fuch a blow with his own bear, as 
evidently ftunned him. I repeated 
my blows, knocking the bear’s head 
againft the Narefkin’s head, until by 
one happy blow, I got his head into 
the bear’s jaws ; and the creature being 
{till fomewhat alive and convulfive, 
the teeth clofed upon him like aut- 
crackers, I threw the bear from me, 
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but the Narefkin remained fprawling, 
unable to extricate his head from the 
bear’s jaws, imploring for mercy. 1 
gave the wretch his life-—a lion preys 
not upon carcaffes. 

At the fame time my troop had ef. 
feCctually routed the bears and the reft 
of their adverfaries. I was merciful, 
and ordered quarter to be given. 

At that moment I perceived Wauwau 
flying at a great height through the 
heavens, and we inftantly fet out in 
purfuit of her, and never ftopped 
until we arrived at Kamfchatka— 
thence we paffed to Otaheite. I met 
my old acquaintance Omai, ‘who had 


been 


ar 


been.in England with the great navi- 
gator, Cook; and I was glad to find 
he had eftablithed Sunday-{choels: over 
all the iflands. I talked to him of 
Europe, and his former. voyage to 
England. Ah! faid he, moft empha-= 
tically, the Englith, the cruel Eng- 
lifh, to murder me with goodnefs and 
refine upon my torture—took’ me to 
Europe, and fhewed me the Court of 
England, the delicacy of exquifite 
life; they fhewed me gods, and 
fhewed me heaven, as if on purpofe 
to make me feel the lofs of them. 
From thefe iflands we fet out, at- 
tended by a fleet of canoes with fight- 
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ing ftages and the chiefeft warriors of 
the iflands, commanded by Omai.— 
Thus the chariot of Queen Mab, my 
team of bulls and the crickets, the ark, 
the Sphinx, and the balloons, with 
Hilaro Frofticos, Gog and Magog, 
Lcrd Whittington, and the Lord 
Mayor’s fhow, Don Quixote, &c. 
with my fleet of canoes, altogether 
cut a very formidable appearance on 
our arrival at the Ifthmus of Darien. 
Senfible of what general benefit it 
would be to mankind, I immediately 


formed a plan of cutting a canal acrofs 


the Ifthmus, from fea to fea. 


For 
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For this purpofe I drove my chariot 
with the greateft impetuofity repeat- 
edly from fhore to fhore, in the fame 
track, tearing up the rocks and earth 
thereby, and forming a tolerable bed 
for the water. Gog and Magog next 
' advanced at the head of a million of 
people, from the realms of North and 
South America, and from Europe; 
and with infinite labor cleared away 
the earth, &c. that I had ploughed 
up with my chariot. I then again 
drove my chariot, making the canal 
wider and deeper; and ordered 
Gog and Magog to repeat their 
labor as before, The canal being a 
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quarter of a mile broad, and three 


v9 


hundred yards in depth, I thought it 
fufficient, and immediately let in the 
waters of the fea. I did imagine that 
from the rotatory motion of the earth 
On its axis from weft to eaft, the fea 
would be higher on the eaftern than 
on the weftern coaft; and that on the 
uniting of the two feas there would be 
a {trong current from the eaft—and it 
happened juft as I expected :- The fea 
came in with tremendous magniff 
cence, and enlarged the bounds of the 
canal, fo as to make a paflage of fome 
miles broad from ocean to ocean, and 
made an iMand of South America. 
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Several fail of trading veffels and men 
of war failed through this new channel 
to the South Seas, China, &c. and 
faluted me with all their thunder as 
they paffed. | 

I looked through my telefcope at 
the moon, and perceived the philofo- 
phers there in great commotion: They 
could plainly difcern the alteration on 
the furface of our globe, and thought 
themfelves fomehow interefted in the 
enterprize of their fellow mortals in a 
neighbouring planet. They feemed 
to think it admirable, that fuch 
little beings as we men fhould at- 
tempt fo magnificent a performance, 
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[ 24 ] 
that would be obfervable even in a 
feparate world. 

Thus having wedded the Atlantic 
Ocean to the South Sea, I returned to 
England, and found Wauwau precifely 
in the very fpot whence fhe had fet 
out, after having led usa chafe all 


round the world, 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


The Baron goes to Peterfburgh, and con- 
verfes with the Empre[s.—Perfuades 
the Rufians and Turks to ceafe.cut- 

| ting one another's throats, and in con- 
| fort cut a canal acrofs the Ifthmus .of 
| Suez——The Baron difcovers the Alex 
andrian library, and meets with Her- 
mes Trifmegifius.— Befieges Seringa- 
| patam, and challenges Tippoo Saib 
to fingle combat.—They fight.—The 
Baron receives fome wounds on bis 
face, but at length vanquifbes the 
| tyrant.——The Baron returns to Eu- 
| rope, and ratfes the hull of the Royal 
George, 
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Se with a fury of canal- 

cutting, I took it in my head to 
form. an immediate communication 
between the Mediterranean and the 
Red Sea; and therefore fet out for 
Peterfburgh. 

The fanguinary ambition of the 
emprefs would not liften to my pro- 
pofals, until I took a private opportu- 
nity, taking a cup of coffee with her 
Majefty, to tell her, that P'would-ab- 
folutely facrifice myfelf for the general 
good of mankind; and if fhe would 


accede 
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accede to my propofals, would, on 
the completion of the canal, ip/o faéio, 
give her my hand in marriage ! 

My dear, dear Baron, faid the, I 
accede to every thing you pleafe; and 
agree to make peace with the Porte 
on the conditions you mention: And, 
added fhe, rifing with all the majyefty 
of the Czarina, Emprefs of half the 
world,—be it known unto all our fub- 
jects, that We. ordain thefe conditions, 
for fuch is our royal will and pleafure. 

I now proceeded to the ifthmus of 
Suez, at the head of a million of Ruf- 
fian pioneers, and there united my 
forces with a million of Turks, armed 
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fhovels and pickaxes. ‘They did not 
come to cut each other’s throats, but 
for their mutual intereft, to facilitate 
commerce and civilization, and pour 
all the wealth of India, by a new 
channel, into Europe. My brave fel- 
lows, faid I, confider the immenfe 
labor of the Chinefe to build their ce- 
lebrated wall; think of what fuperior 
benefit to’ mankind is our prefent un- 
dertaking : Perfevere, and fortune will 
fecond your endeavours. Remember 
it is Munchaufen who leads you on, 
and be convinced of fuccefs.. 

Saying thefe words, I drove my cha- 
riot with all my might in my former 


track, 


e oo we eae Saas Nitin wh ads 
OR SO 7) Ee AO WS 


[ 219 ] 
track, that veftige mentioned by the 
Baron de Tott; and when I was ad- 
vanced confiderably, I felt my chariot 
finking under me. I attempted to 
drive on, but the ground, or rather 
immenfe vault, giving way, my cha- 
riot and all went down precipitately. 
Stunned by the fall, I was fome mo- 
ments before I could recollec& myfelf; 
when at length, to my amazement, I 
perceived myfelf fallen into the Alex- 
andrian Library, overwhelmed in an 
ocean of books—thoufands of volumes 
came tumbling on my head, amidft 
the ruins of that part of the vault 
through which my chariot had de- 
| Teo: {cended, 
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{cended, and for a time buried my 
bulls and all beneath a heap of learn- 
ing. However, I contrived to extri- 
cate myfelf, and advanced with awful 
admiration through the vaft avenues of 
the library. I perceived on every fide 
innumerable volumes, and repofitories 
of antient learning, and all the fcience 
of the Antideluvian world. Here I 
met with Hermes Trifmegiflus, and.a 
parcel of old philofophers debating 
upon the politics and learning of their 
days. I gave them inexpreffible de- 
light, in telling them, in a few words, 
all the difcoveries of Newton, and the 
hiftory of the world fince their time. 
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Thefe gentry, on the contrary, told me 
a thoufand ftories of antiquity that 
fome of our antiquaries would give 
their very eyes to hear. 

In fhort, I ordered the library to be 
preferved ; and I intend making a pre- 
fent of it as foon as it arrives in Eng- 
land, to the Royal Society, together 
with Hermes Trifmegiftus, and half a 
dozen old philofophers. I have gota 
beautiful cage made, in which I keep 
thefe extraordinary creatures, and feed 
them with bread and honey, as they 
feem to believe ina kind of doétrine 
of tranfmigration, and will not touch 
flefh. Hermes Trifmegiftus efpecially 
13 is 
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is a moft antique looking being, with a 


beard haifa yard long, covered with a 
robe of golden embroidery, and prates 
like a parrot:. He will cut a very 
brilliant figure in the mufeum. | 
Having made a track with my cha- 
riot from fea to fea, I ordered my 
Turks and Ruffians to begin; and. in 
a few hours we had the pleafure of 
feeing a fleet of Britifh Eaft-Indiamen 
in full fail through the canal. The 
officers of this fleet were very polite, 
and paid me every applaufe and cone 
gratulation my exploits could merit. 
They told me of their affairs in India, 
and the ferocity of that dreadful war- 
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‘for, Tippoo Saib; on which I re- 


folved to go to India and encounter 
that tyrant. I travelled down the Red 
Sea to Madras, and at the head of a 
few Seapoys it Europeans purfued 
the flying army of Tippoo to the gates 
of Seringapatam. I challenged him 
to mortal combat; and mounted on 
my fteed rode up to the walls of the 
fortrefs amidft a ftorm of fhells and 
cannon balls. As faft as the bombs 
and cannon balls came upon. me, 
I caught them in my hand like fo 
many pebbles, and throwing them 
againft the fortrefs, demolifhed «the 
firongeft ramparts of the place. I 


took 
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[ 224. J 
took my. mark fo direct, that when- 
ever I aimed a cannon ball or a fhell 
at any perfon on the ramparts, I was 
fure to hit him: And one time, per- 


ceiving a tremendous piece of artillery 


pointed againft me, and knowing the 


ball muft be fo great it would certainly 
ftun me, I took a fmall cannon ball, 
and juft as I perceived the engineer 
going to order them to fire, and open- 
ing his mouth to give the word of 
command, I took aim, and drove my 
ball precifely down his throat. 

Tippoo fearing that all would be 
loft, that a general and fuccefsful 


ftorm would enfue if I continued to 


batter 
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batter the place, came forth upon his 
elephant to fight me—lI faluted him, 
and infifted . he fhould fire firft. 
Tippoo, though a barbarian, was not 
deficient in politenefs, and declined 
the compliment; upon which I took 
off my hat, and bowing, told him it 
was an advantage Munchaufen fhould 
never be faid to accept from fo gallant 
a warrior; on which Tippoo inftantly 
difcharged his carbine, the ball from 
which hitting my horfe’s ear, made 
him plunge with rage and indignation. 
In return, I difcharged my piftol at 
Tippoo, and fhot off his turban. He 
had a fimall field-piece mounted with 


him 


~ 


I AA NW OS? VAIN 


SOS 


ASS SSS we 
QO se a aa 


by G26. 5} 


him on his elephant, which he then 
difcharged at me, and the grape fhot 
coming in a fhower, rattled in the 
laurels that covered and fhaded me 
all over, and remained pendant like 
berries on the branches. I then ad- 
vancing, took the probofcis of his 
elephant, and turning it againft the 
-rider, {truck him repeatedly with the 
extremity of it on either fide of the 
head, until I at length difmounted 
him. Nothing could equal the rage 
of the barbarian finding himfelf thrown 
from his elephant.. He rofe in a fit 
of defpair, and rufhed againft my 
{teed and myfelf: But I fcorned to 
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fight him at fo great a difadvantage on 
his fide, and dire&ly difmounted to 
fight him hand to hand. Never did I 
fight with any man who bore himfelf 
more nobly than this ree el He 
parried my blows, and dealt home his 
own in return with aftonifhing preci- 
fion. The firft blow of his fabre I 
received upon the bridge of my nofe; 
and, but for the boney firmnefs of that 
part of my face, it would have de- 
{cended to my mouth, I ftill bear the 
mark upon my nofe. 

Fe next made a furious blow at my 
head, but I parrying, deadened the 
force of his fabre, fo that J et 
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but one fcar upon my forehead; and 
at the fame inftant, by a blow of my 
fword, cut off his arm, and his hand 
and fabre fell to the earth: He tot- 
tered for fome paces, and fell at the 
foot of his elephant. That fagacious 
animal, feeing the danger of his matter, 
endeavoured to protect him by flou- 
rifhing his probofcis around the head 
of the Sultan. 

Fearlefs I advanced againft the 
elephant, defirous to take alive the 
haughty Tippoo Saib: But he drew 
a piftol from his belt and difcharg- 
ed it full in my face as I rufhed 
upon him, which did me no farther 


harm 
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harm than wound my cheek bone; 
which disfigures me fomewhat under 
my left eye. I could not withftagd 
the rage and impulfe of that moment, 
and‘with one blow of my {word fepa- 
rated his head from his body. 

I returned over land from: India 
to Europe with admirable velocity ; 
fo that the account of Tippo’s de- 
feat by me has not as yet arrived 
by the ordinary paflage—nor can you 
expect to hear of it for a confiderable 
time. I fimply relate the emcounter as 
it happened between the Sultan and. 
me; and if ‘there be any one who 
doubts the truth of what I fay, he is 
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an infidel, and I will fight him at any 
time and place, and with any weapon 
he pleafes, 

Fearing fo many perfons talk about 
raifing the Royal-George, I began to 
take pity on that fine old-ruin of Britith 
plank, and determined to have her up. 
I was fenfible of the failure of the 
various means hitherto employed for 
the purpofe, and therefore inclined to 
try a method different from any before 
attempted. I got an immentfe balloon 
made of the tougheft ‘fail cloth; and 
having defcended in -my diving bell, 
and properly {fecured the hull with 
enormous cables, I afcended to the 
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furface and faftened. my cables to the 
balloon. Prodigious multitudes were 
affembled to behold the elevation of 
the Royal George ;. and as foon as 1. 
began to fill. my balloon with inflam- 
mable air, the veffel evidently. began 
to move: But when my ballcon was 
completely filled, fhe carried up the 
Royal George with the greateft rapi- 
dity. The veffel appearing on the fur- 
face occafioned an univerfal fhout of 
triumph from the millions affembled. 
on the occafion.. Still the balloon 
continued afcending, trailing the hull 
after. her like a lantern at. the tail of 
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a kite, and in a few minutes appeared. 
floating among the clouds. 

It was then the opinion of many 
philofophers, that it would be more 
difficult to get her down than it had 
been to draw her up.. But I convinced 
them to the contrary, by taking my 
aim fo exactly with a twelve pounder, 
that I brought her down in an inftant. 

I confidered, that if IL fhould break 
the balloon with a cannon ball while 
fhe remained with the veffcel. over the 
Jand, the fall would inevitably occa- 
fion the deftruction of the hull, and 
which, in its fall, might crufh fome 
of the multitude: Therefore I thought 
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| it fafer to take my aim when the bal- 
| loon was over the fea, and pointing 
| my twelve pounder, drove the ball 
right through the balloon; on which. 
the inflammable air rufhed out with 
intenfe force, and the Royal George 


defccnded like a falling ftar into the 


taken. There fhe ftill remains; and 
| I: have convinced all Europe of the. 


| very fpot from whence fhe had been 
{ 
| poffibility of taking her ups. 

| 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER. XAIV.. 


The Baron makes a fpeech to the Na- 
tional Affembly, and drives out all 
the members. —Routs the filowomen and 
ihe National Guards.—Purfues the 
whole route into a, church, where he 
defeats the National Affembly, Pes 
with Rouffeau, Voltaire, and Belze- 
bub at their head, and liberates Ma- | 


rie Antoinette and the Royal Family... 


rRASSING through Switzerland, on 
a : ; 

“™ my return from India, I was 1n+ 
formed that feveral of the German 


nobility 


nobility had been deprived of the ho- 
nours and immunities of their French: 
eftates.. I heard of the fufferings of. 
the amiable Marie Antoinette, and 
fwore to avenge every look that had 
threatened her with infult. I went to 
the cavern of thefe Anthropophagi, 
affembled to debate, and gracefully. 
putting the hilt of my fword to my 
lips, I fwear,. cried I, by. the facred 
crofs of my fword, that if you do not 
inftantly reinftate your king and his 
nobility, and your injured Queen, -[ 
will cut the one half of you to picces.. 

On which the Prefident, taking up a 
Jeaden.ink-ftand, flung it at my head, 
I ftooped 
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I ftooped to avoid the blow, and rufh- 
ing to the tribunal, feized the Speaker, 
who was fulminating againft the Ari- 
{tocrates; and taking the creature by 
one leg, flung him at the prefident. 
I laid about me moft nobly, drove 
them all out of the houfe, and locking. 
the doors, put the key in my pocket. 

I then went to the poor king, and 
making my obeifance to him—Sire, 
faid I, your enemies have all fled; I 
alone am the National Affembly at 
prefent ; and I fhall regifter your edicts 
to recall the princes and the nobility ;. 
and in future, if your: Majefty pleafes, . 
f will be your Parliament and Council. 

He. 
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| He thanked me, and the amiable 
Marie Antoinette, {miling,, gave me 
her hand to kifs. 

At that moment I perceived a party 
of the National Affembly, who had ral- 
lied with the National Guards, and a 
va{t proceffion of fifh-women, advanc- 
ing againft me. I depofited their Ma- 
jefties in. a place of fafety, and with 
my drawn {word advanced againft my. 
foes, Three hundred fifh-women, 


with bufhes dreffed with ribbons in 


their hands, came hallooing and roar- 
ing againft me like fo many furies. I 
fcorned a defile my fword with their 
blood, but feized the firft that came. 


up, 
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up, and making her kneel down, 
knighted her with my fword; which. 
fo terrified the reft, that they all fet: 
up a frightful yell, and ran away as 
faft as they could: for fear of being 
ariftocrated by knighthood. 

As to the National.Guards, and the 
reft of the aflembly, I foon put them 
to flight: and having made prifoners 
of fome of them, compelled them to 
take down their: national, and put the 
old royal cockade in its place. 

I then purfued the enemy to the top 
of a hill, where a moft noble edifice 
dazzled my fight; noble and facred it: 
was, but now converted to the vileft. 
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purpofes, their monument de grands 
| hommes, a Chriftian church that thef 
Saracens had perverted into abomina- 
tion. { burft open the doors, and en- 
tered {word in hand. Hiere.I obferved 
all the National Affembly marching 
round a great altar ‘ereéted to Voltaire: 
| there was his ftatue in triumph, and 
| the fifhwomen with garlands decking 
| it, and finging “Ca Ira! I could bear 
| the fight.no longer; but rufhed upon 
| thefe pagans, and facrificed them by 
dozens on the fpot. The members of 
‘the Affembly, and the fifhwomen, con- 
| tinued to invoke their great Voltaire, 

and all their mafters in this monument 
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de grands hommes, imploring them to 
come down and fuccour them againft 
the Ariftocrates and the fword of 
Munchaufen. Their cries were horri- 
ble, like the fhrieks of witches and en- 
chanters verfed in magic and the black 
art; while the thunder growled, and 
ftorms fhook the battlements, and 
Rouffeau, Voltaire, and Belzebub ap- 
peared, three horrible fpectres: one 
all meagre, mere fkin and bone, and 
cadaverous, feemed death, that hideous 
fkeleton: it ‘was Voltaire, and in his 
hands were a lyre and a dagger.—On 
the other fide was Rouffeau, with a 


chalice of fweet poifon in his hand; 


and 
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and between them was their father, 
Belzebub ! 

I fhuddered at the fight ; and with 
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all the enthufiafm of rage, horror, and 
piety, rufhed in among them. I feized 


that curfed fkeleton Voltaire, and foon 


compelled him to renounce all the er- 


rors he had advanced; and while he 
{poke the words, as if by magic charm, 
the whole Affembly fhrieked, and 
their pandemonium began to tumble 
in hideous ruin on their heads. 

I returned in triumph to the palace, 
where the Queen rufhed into my arms, 
weeping tenderly. Ah, thou flower of 
| nobility, cried fhe, were all the nobles 
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of France Jike thee, we fhould never 

have been brought to this! 
I bade the lovely creature dry her 
eyes, and with the King and Dauphin 
cend my carriage, and drive poft to 
Mont-Medi, as not an inftant was to 
be loft! They took: my advice, «and 
drove away. I conveyed them within 
a few miles of Mont-Medi; when the 
King thanking me for my  affiftance, 
hoped I would not trouble myfelf any 
farther, as. he was then, he prefumed 
out of danger: and the Queen alfo, 
with tears in her ‘eyes, thanked me on 
her knees, and prefented the Dauphin 
for my blefling. In fhort, I left the 


king 
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king eating a mutton chop. I advifed 
him not to delay, or he would certainly 
be taken; and fetting fpurs to my 
horfe, wifhed them a good evening, 
and returned to England. If the King 
remained too long at table, and was 


taken, it was not my fault. 


THE END. 
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